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TIM HIEU TU TUONG CAI CACH TU SAN CUA XIEM 

CUOI THE KJ XIX - DAU THE KJ XX 

NGUYEN CONG KHANH* 
LU'ONG NGOC HOAN ** 

Vao the kl XIX, cflng vdi sfl gia tang 
anh budng manh me cua van minh 

phUdng Tay, cac cUdng qud'c tU ban Au -
Mi day nhanh qua trinh xam lUdc va thdn 
tfnh nhflng qudc gia cdn lai d Ddng Nam A 
nhu Thai Lan (Xiem), Viet Nam, Lao, 
Campuchia va Mianma. Ddng Nam A -
mdt khu vUc vd'n cd truyen thd'ng chii dpng 
hdi nhap vdi cac nen van hoa van minh 16n 
d ben ngoai tfl thdi cd dai de phat trien, 
vdn quen ddl chpi vdi cac the lUc xam lUpc 
manh hdn minh, da td ra lflng tung va bj 
ddng khi dflng trflde mpt ke thfl mdi la 
vfldt trpi ve nhieu mat, ma dac biet la sflc 
manh kinh te, ki thuat va quan sfl. Chinh 
sfl khac biet ve phudng thfle san xua't va 
trinh dp phat trien dd da dan de'n mpt he 
qua dang budn, nhu h i u bet cac nUdc 
phUdng Ddng khac, cac nflde tren d in d in 
trd thanh thupc dja cua chu nghia thfle 
dan phfldng Tay, ngoai trfl mpt hien tfldng 
ddc dao - Thai Lan (Xiem) trd thanh quo'c 
gia duy nha't trong khu vUc bao toan dupc 
nen ddc lap cua minh nhd cai each thanh 
cdng. Tim hieu budc dau tU tudng cai each 
cua Thai Lan d nifa cudl the ki XIX hi 
vpng gdp phan If giai sau hdn ve mpt 
nguyen nhan, mpt tien de dUa cdng cupc 

canh tan d nU6c nay vUdt qua thach thfle 

ngat ngheo cua ljch sif va hoan thanh 

dupe hai muc tieu chien lUdc lflc bay gid la 

bid ve dec lap dan tpc va dUa da't nudc 

phat trien theo con dfldng van minh 

phudng Tay; nhin nhan mot each diy du 

hdn vai trd cua tfl tfldng trong mdi quan 

he vdi cac mat kinh te, chfnh tri, xa hpi ddl 

vdi sfl phat trien va rut ra bai hpc kinh 

nghiem can thiet cho cong cupc doi mdi 

hdm nay d nflde ta. 

1. Qua trinh hinh thanh tif tifo^ng cai 
each cHa Xiem 

Hieu mpt each khai quat thi tfl tfldng 

la: "Quan diem va y nghi chung cua con 

ngudi ddl vdi hien thUc khach quan va ddl 

vdi xa hpi"'". 

Nhfl vay, tfl tfldng ndi chung va tfl 

tfldng cai each ndi rieng la sfl phan Anh 

dac biet cua hien thfle khach quan, cua 

tdn tai xa hpi thong qua bp 6c cua con 

ngudi. Tren cd sd hien thuc dflpc phan ach, 

con ngudi b ing nang luc tU duy ciia minh 

se khai quat hoa va danh gia lai hien thfle, 

xac dinh dfldc yeu cau cua thfle t i in rdi de 

ra cac giai phap can thie't n h i m cai tao 
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hien thiic khach quan. Cd the ndi, de tim 
•hieu tu tudng cua mdi ca nhan, hay tu 
tudng ciia mdt dan tdc, khdng the bd qua 
tinh hinh kinh te, chinh trj, van hoa, xa 
hpi cila nude dd, dat trong bdi cinh chung 
ciia khu viic va qud'c te, cflng nhu cac van 
de lien quan den chii the triic tiep sang 
tao ra tU tUdng la nhflng ca nhan xua't sac 
dfldc menh danh la "be dc ciia dan tdc" 

Mac dfl Sd vdi Nhat Ban cflng thdi, 
nhin be ngeai, nen kinh te - xa hpi Thai 
Lan d the ki XVIII - XIX khdng cd nhflng 
tien de cd sd mang tfnh quyet djnh cho sfl 
xua't hien sdm cua tfl tfldng cai each. Tuy 
nhien. Thai Lan lai la qud'c gia thfle hien 
cii each canh tan sdm nha't so vdi Nhat 
Ban, Trung Qud'c, Viet Nam. Cac dng vua 
tfl Rama 1 (1782) de'n Rama V 

(Chulalongkorn) (1868 - 1910) da tie'n 
hanh qua trinh cai each da't nUdc, giflp 
nudc nay thoat khdi ach dd hd cua chu 
nghIa thiic dan phUdng Tay. Ly giai 
thuyet phuc hien thUc dpc dao nay that 
khdng de. Tuy nhien, cd the thay r5 lflc 
bay gid Xiem la qud'c gia cd vj tri dia If md, 
cd truyen thd'ng giao thUdng ma dac biet 
la thUdng mai tren bien kha lau ddi, met 
nen chinh trj vflng vang, dn djnh va cdi 
md, mpt nen kinh te ndng nghiep mang 
tinh chat s in xuat hang hoa (gao, dfldng), 
va CO trinh dp chuyen canh (lua, mia). 
Trflde thiic te mpt loat nflde Chau A dflng 
dau tranh vu trang chdng lai sfl xam lupc 
ciia phUdng Tay bi that bai, cac vua Thai 
het sflc tinh tae va khdn ngoan da Ifla 
chpn mpt con dfldng rieng la md cua budn 
ban va ngoai giao vdi phfldng Tay, hpc tap 
phfldng Tay de phat trien da't nflde. Theo 
David Steinberg, ngay tfl thdi Rama I 
(1782 - 1809) va Rama II (1809 - 1824), 

mdt sd'cai each da dUdc thiic thi (2). Dieu 
de lam sUc manh npi trj cua da't nUdc dupc 
nang cad. 

Tfl khi Mongkut len nam quyen, tU 
tudng cii each dupc ke thfla va phat trien 
re ret hdn. Den thdi Chulaldngkorn, tU 
tudng cai each tiep tuc dupc hoan thien va 
nang cao. Nhu vay, khac vdi ba nUde cdn 
lai, d Xiem, ngudi de xUdng tu tudng cii 
each cflng ddng thdi la ngudi td chfle thuc 
thi va la ngUdi cd quyen liic tdi cao trong 
bd may nha nUdc phong kie^n. 

Tu tudng cai each d Viet Nam, Thai 
Lan, Philippin, Mianma deu xua't hien 
vao the ki XIX, trong dd, d Thai Lan, tU 
tudng cai each xua't hien sdm hdn dd cd 
nhieu dieu kien chu quan thuan lpi. 

Tu tudng cai each d cac nUdc tren deu 
la ket qui cua sU ke't hdp gifla nhan te'ben 
ngeai - van minh phUdng Tay vdi nhan td 
ben trong la dieu kien kinh te ehinh trj xa 
hdi, vai trd cua t ing ldp trf thfle yeu nUdc 
cd nang liic tU duy vUpt trpi va yeu cau 
cap thiet bao ve nen ddc lap va phat trien 
d mdi qud'c gia. Vai trd cua gidi trf thUc va 
anh hudng ciia van minh phUdng Tay la 
hai nhan to' chung nha't dan de'n sU hinh 
thanh tU tudng cai each d cac nUdc Ddng 
Nam A tfl gifla the ki XIX. 

2. Noi dung txi txidng cai each d Xiem 
thdfi Mongkut va Chulalongkorn 

Khac vdi tfl tudng cai each d Nhat Bin, 
Trung Qud'c va Viet Nam, tfl tfldng cai 
each d Thai Lan chu yeu tap trung d hai 
nha tfl tfldng cai each xua't sac va ddng 
thdi cflng la hai vj quan vUdng tai gidi la 
Mongkut tflc Rama IV va Chulalongkorn 
tflc Rama V. 

Rama IV cdn gpi la Mongkut, anh em 
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cflng cha khac me vdi Rama III. Ong la 
con thfl 43 ciia Rama II, do hoang hau thfl 
nhat sinh ra. La ngUdi cd kien thUc uyen 
bac, tinh theng nhieu ngoai ngfl, vupt hdn 
han t ing Idp quy tdc thdi dd mdt cai diu 
ca ve dad dUc va tri thfle, biet nhin ra 
trdng rpng va rat thiic te'". Nghien cUu 
sau sac dad Phat va cd the dpc kinh Phat 
tU tieng Pali cd, lai t r i i qua 27 nam tu 
hanh khd hanh, khie'n Rama IV trd thanh 
ngUdi cha tinh th in cua da't nUdc Phat 
giad nay. Nam 1851 dUde hdi ddng Hdang 
tdc ten len lam vua khi d tudi 47. 

La ngu'di am hieu van minh phUdng 
Tay, hieu biet tinh hinh khu vUc va the 
gidi, Mongkut chii trUdng: 

- Mud'n nUdc Xiem theat khdi tai hda 
thiic dan xam lUdc nhu Mianma, Trung 
Qud'c va nhieu nUdc phUdng Ddng khac, 
khdng phii la ki thi ddl dau, ma la sU tiep 
nhan va hpc tap van minh phUdng Tay de 
canh tan da't nUdc. Vdi thdi diem va bean 
cinh lflc bay gid, ket luan dd thUc la ddc 
dao va bet sUc quan trpng ddl vdi van 
menh nUdc Xiem khdng cbi lflc ba'y gid ma 
mai ve sau nay nfla'*". 

- Thiic hien da phUdng hoa quan he ddl 
ngoai, ldi dung cac nUdc de que'c phUdng 
Tay d the kiem che lan nhau de gifl ddc 
lap. 

- Tam thdi hi sinh, nhudng bp mdt so' 
quyen ldi cila da't nUdc (quyen lanh sU tai 
phan, thue quan va lanh the') de gifl dUdc 
dpc lap. 

- Quyet tam xay dung Xiem thanh 
nude vflng manh.- Thfle hien cai each 
Phat giae - cd sd tfl tfldng cua xa hpi 
Xiem, nhim loai bdt nhflng gi khdng phfl 
hpp vdi dao chfnh thd'ng, lam cho dao Phat 
d Xiem dfldc trong sang hdn. Thiic hien 

boa hpp va hda giii tdn giao. 

Tfl tfldng cai each ciia Mengkut da giflp 
nflde nay duy tri dflpc nen dpc lap cua 
minh, trong khi vao cudl the ki XIX, ta't ci 
cac khu vUc khac ciia Ddng Nam A deu bj 
dat dudi sU cai trj ciia Chau Au''̂ '. 

Mpt nam trudc khi qua ddi, trdng cdng 
lenh ciia Mengkut gifi dai sfl Thai Lan tai 
Pari la Paiya Xirivongse Vaiyabatadana, 
nha vua tdng ket phfldng thfle dat dUdc 
muc dich bid tdan dpc lap chii quyen la 
"Mpt qud'c gia nhd be nhU nudc ta cd the 
lam gi khi ma hai mat hai phia bj bao vay 
bdi cac qud'c gia hung manh? Cfl gia sfl 
rang, chflng ta phat hien ra d nUdc tamdt 
rad vang co the cho chflng ta hang trieu 
Kata vang, cho phep chflng tacd the mua 
hang tram tau chien. Nhflng ca vdi so' 
vang nhu vay, chflng ta cung khdng the 
dau tranh chdng lai hp chflng nao chinh 
chflng ta phai mua cHa hp nhflng tau 
chien ay, va nhflng trang thie't bj ay. 
Trong lflc nay chflng ta chUa cd kha nang 
tu s in xua't dUpc nhflng thfl dd. Va ne'u 
tham chf chflng ta cd du tien de mua vu 
khi, thi cac nflde phudng Tay vao bat ki 
lflc nao cung co the ngflng ban nhflng vu 
khf dd, chi bdi hp hieu r ing, chflng ta vu 
trang la de cho'ng lai hp. 

Vfl khi duy nha't chflng ta cd la cd the 
ap dung trong tfldng lai dd la nhflng cai 
Ifldi - ldi ndi va trai tim ciia chung ta 
thfle hien nhflng tfl tfldng lanh manh va 
sang sud't. Chi cd chung mdi bao ve dfldc 
chflng ta""='. 

Trung thanh vdi di huan cua vua cha, 
Chulalongkon tiep tuc ke thfla hoan thien 
tfl tfldng cai each cUa cac bac tien bdi. 

Chulalongkorn sinh nam 1853, la con 
ci cua Rama IV va len ndi ngoi khi mdi 16 
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tudi (1868). Dieu nay cd net tUdng ddng 
vdi Nhat Hdang Meiji. Hdi nhd dng dupe 
hai ngUdi thiy ngdai qud'c true tie'p day de 
la ba Ledndwens va dng Rdbert Morant 
nen rat am hieu mpt van minh phUdng 
Tay. Sau nam nam nam quyen, nha vua 
mdi b i t diu thiic hien ceng cupc cai each. 

Ong nhan thfle re rang la can phai 
tie'p tuc cai each canh tan (Modernisation) 
manh me da't nUde theo hudng Au hoa 
(Westernisation), "neu nUdc Xiem mud'n 
duy tri dupc nen dpc lap ciia minh thi dfl 
mud'n hay khdng nd phai chan chinh dat 
nflde theo quan niem dang chien Uu the d 
Chau Au, hay it nha't cflng phai td ra la 
dang lam nhfl the" (7). Mdt so' diem cd ban 
trong tu tudng canh tan cua dflc vua 
RamaV cd the ke tdi la: 

- Phai xoa bd cac hii tuc phong kien lac 
hau va nhflng yeu to' can trd den sfl phat 
trien dat nudc (che dp nd le, tap tuc quy 
lay trUdc mat vua, ). 

- Cai td lai cd ca'u bp may nha nudc 
theo kieu phUdng Tay de nang cao nang 
lUc dieu hanh quin If xa hpi phuc vu td't 
cho sU nghiep cii each dd se la md hinh 
nha nudc quan chu lap hien nhUng vua 
vin CO thiic quyen. Quyen the tap cua 
quan lai bj bai mien. 

- Coi viec hpc tap phUdng Tay mpt each 
manh me va toan dien la ddng lflc, la 
phUdng each de ddi mdi da't nUdc hieu qua. 
Chu trpng phat trien kinh te ndng nghiep 
theo hudng s in xua't hang hoa chuyen 
canh va hudng manh vao xua't khau. Du 
nhap kl thuat may mdc vao cac nganh 
cdng nghiep dac biet la che tao may va 
ddng tau. Day manh viec xay diing he 
thd'ng dudng s i t ndi Bangkdk vdi mpi 
vflng cua da't nUdc, ke ca vdi Malaysia d 

phia Nam. Cii each tai chinh, thue khoa 
de tang ngan sach nha nUde, khuyen 
khich diu tU nUdc ngoai vao cdng nghiep, 
giao thdng van tai. 

- Tien hanh cai each giao due vdi quy 
md ldn theo md hinh giao due phUdng Tay. 
Thiic hien giad due bi t budc va md trUdng 
cdng. He thd'ng giae due se gdm 3 cap la sd 
cap, trung cap va dai hpc. Tang cudng gifi 
hpc sinh di du hpc d nUdc ngoai de dao tao 
chuyen gia, xay diing dpi ngfl cac nha cai 
each. 

- Tiep tuc chinh sach ngoai giao mem 
deo, khdn kheo va thiic dung de gifl chu 
quyen va dpc lap cho da't nudc dfl phai hi 
sinh nhfldng bp mpt each dau ddn. Ngoai 
giao de phat trien kinh te van hoa giao 
due va nang cao vi the cua qud'c gia. 

Ne'u tfl tfldng cai each ciia Mongkut 
cdn mang tfnh sach lupc thi tU tudng cai 
each cua cdn trai ong - Chulalongkorn da 
mang tfnh chien lUdc rat ro rang, vdi npi 
dung toan dien va sau sic, cd tinh dot pha 
(cii each hanh chinh, kinh te, giao due). 
Tu tudng ciia DUc Vua la tU tudng dan tdc 
tu sin, dai dien chd xu the tU s in boa 
manh me ciia quy tpc quan lai Xiem cudl 
the ki XIX. Rama V thiic xflng dang la 
nha chinh trj trf tue nhat, anh minh nhat 
khdng chi trong ljch sif nUdc nay ma cdn 
trong Ijch sif Ddng A thdi can dai. Uy the 
va sflc manh cua Xiem ldn vut len nhd 
thuc hien thanh cdng tU tudng cai each 
xua't sic cua ong. 

Ket luan 

1. Tu tudng cai each d Xiem nifa cudl 
the ki XIX - diu the ki XX ra ddi tren cd 
sd ciia nen s in xuat neng nghiep mang 
tinh hang hda, sU chuyen minh cua xa hdi 
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vdi sU xua't hien eiia quy tec mdi va tU s in 
dan tdc, ket hpp vdi i nh hudng ciia van 
minh phUdng Tay trong bdi canh sUc ep 
xam lupc ciia chil nghia thiic dan Au - Mi 
de dea nghiem trpng nen dec lap ciia nUdc 
nay. Dd la sii ket hpp gifla nhan td ben 
trong va nhan to ben ngoai, trong dd nhan 
td ben trong la dieu kien chii quan can 
ihiet, la chii the tiep nhan va cai bien, cdn 
nhan td ben ngoai la dieu kien khach 
quan quan trpng chi phdi ndi dung, muc 
dich ciia tU tudng cai each. Thiic tien khu 
vUc Ddng Nam A luc bay gid cho tha'y, tU 
tudng cii each da xuat hien d nhieu nUdc 
nhu Xiem, Viet Nam, Philippin, Mianma 
nhung chi rieng d Xiem tU tUdng cii each 
dupc hien thUc hea thanh cdng. Dieu nay 
chUng te trUdc cd hpi va thach thfle tfldng 
ddng thi nhan to' ben trong ddng vai trd 
quyet djnh. 

2. Khi de cap den nhan to' ben trong 
cua sii hinh thanh tU tudng cii each d 
Xiem thdi ki nay, cd the ndi, vai trd cua 
cac ca nhan xuat sac la dac biet quan 
trpng. Tu tudng, khi nao cflng vay, trflde 
khi mang tinh dai dien cho mpt tap hpp 
thi xet ve b in chat, nd ludn la s in pham 
dac biet ciia tfl duy d nhflng ca nhan cu 
the trong hoan cinh Ijch sif cu the. Bdi 
the, vai trd cUa hai vj minh vfldng Xiem 
Rama IV - Mengkut va Rama V -
Chulaldngkdrn dflpc danh gia cae bdi sfl 
ddc dao - hp khdng chi la nhflng tfl tUdng 
gia canh tan xuat sac ma ddng thdi cdn la 
nhflng nha cai each thfle tien tai nang. Hp 
da dUa dan tpc minh hanh trinh tren con 
dudng ma chinh minh da trai qua la hpc 
tap van minh phUdng Tay, canh tan tii 
cudng thed md hinh Au hoa, tren nen tang 
ke thfla va phat huy truyen thdng the 
manh ciia da't nflde nham chuyen nguy 

thanh an, thiic hien trpn ven hai muc tieu 
chien lUdc la ddc lap va phat trien. Rama 
IV va Rama V la dai dien xua't sac cho lUc 
lupng lanh dao cap cao Thai Lan, cho ting 
ldp quy tdc mdi va giai cap tU s in dan tdc 
dang hinh thanh lflc bâ y gid. 

3. Phat trien manh me life Ifldng san 
xua't theo hudng s in xua't hang boa, gifl 
vflng sU dn djnh chinh trj, chu trpng dao 
tao va bdi dUdng nhan tai, dac biet la dpi 
ngfl lanh dao quin li da't nUdc, la dieu 
kien tien quyet de tU tudng cii each nay 
sinh, hdan thien va dii kha nang de hien 
thiic hda thanh cdng. Bai hpc tfl Xiem vin 
cdn mang tinh thdi sU ddl vdi cdng cudc di 
mdi hdm nay d nUdc ta./. 
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