
KHAI NIEM VAN HOA TRONG KHOA HOC 
VECONNGUdi 

VU MINH CHI* 

Cd the ndi it ed khai niem nao dugc nhilu nguoi tham gia dinh nghTa nhu khai niem 
ve van hda. Ciing ehinh vi vay ma viec sir dung khai niem nay trong cugc sing ciing 
nhu trong khoa hgc dl dem lai dn tugng hai bi lam dung. Bai viet nay xem xet khai 
niem van hda trong mgt khoa hpe nghien ciiu ve con nguo'i la Nhan loai hpc van hda, 
tren co sdf phan tieh sir da dang va phiic tap ciia mdt khai niem tudng nhu gan giii nhung 
ciing het siic mo hd ddi vai chiing ta. 

Khai niem van hoa trong cuoc song 
Neu de y mpt chiit cd the thay rang hau nhu mpi sir kien, hien tupng trong cuoc sdng 

deu cd the gan dugc vai van hda: hang ngay, chi nghe tivi thdi ciing thay du loai van 
hda dugc neu ra nhu: "ngoai giao van hda", "van hda chinh tri", "lang van hda", "van 
hda lang", tham chi "van hda xe buyt". Tren cac phuang tien thdng tin dai chiing, sach 
vd, tu dien, bao chi xuat hien rat nhieu tir ngii cd sir gan ket vai van hda: chii nghTa da 
van hda, giao due xuyen van hda, van hda cdng ty, van hda rimg, di san van hda, van 
hda phiic lgi, van hda song, phi van hda, van hda hanh ehinh, bao tdn van hda, ky niem 
chuong van hda, quy phat trien van hda, van hda mang, boat ddng van hda, van hda 
thdng tin, each mang van hda, van hda tudi "teen"..., cd nhirng tir nghe thay quen tai, cd 
tir hoan toan mai, cd the mudng tugng ra nhung khdng de giai thich mpt each cu the. 

Cd the dat ra mpt eau hdi la vi sao khai niem van hda lai phd bien den the neu khdng 
ndi la dugc sir dung mpt each "thoai mai" nhu vay. Truac bet, can tra Idd ngay rang do 
la do thai dp thieu suy xet Idiai niem mdt each chat che ve khoa hpc, neu mugn ld'i cua 
A.Shultz thi dd la thdi do tie nhien chii nghia (natural attitude). Ndi khac di, dd chang 
qua chi la mgt bieu hien mang tinh true quan truoc khi cd su gia cdng ve khai niem. 
Neu bi ddn den cung vai cau hdi "thuc ra thi trong trudng hgp nay, van hda nghTa la gi", 
chiing ta se gap mdt cau tra loi ket luan mang tinh vd nghTa va trdng rdng, cham dirt mpi 
tranh luan, rang "cai gi cha la van hda". Nhung neu cd cdng tim hieu den cimg, chiing ta 
se thay mpt sir ching chdt vd dinh hinh, mpt trang thai dudng nhu khdng the xac dinh 
dugc dudng bien cho khai niem, bdd sir lap di lap lai eiia phii dinh: khdng phai la luat, 
khdng phai ehinh tri, khdng phai kinh te, Ididng phai khoa hge, khdng phai ky thuat, 
khdng phai tu nhien, khdng phai may mdc, va cung khong the giai quyet dugc bang tien 
bac. Ket qua mia mai la nd lire thao tae hda khai niem ddi vai van hda bi xem nhe khi 
coi nd gidng nhu mdt thuc tien cua nhiing cai cdn lai. 

Khai niem van hoa trong khoa hoc 
Cac nha nghien ciiu Viet Nam thudng hay nhic din cdng trinh he thing lai khai 

* TS.; Vien Nghien cuu Con nguai. 
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niem van hda: Culture: A critical Review of Concepts and Definitions (1952) ciia 
Kroeber Alfred va Kluckhohn, trong dd van hda duge dinh nghTa la: "...loai hinh hanh 
dgng dugc thu nhan va tmyen dat thdng qua bieu tugng. Nd bao gdm nhiing thii dugc 
cu the hda bang hinh thiie do con ngudfi lam ra, cd hinh thiic do timg tap thl nguai dat 
dugc mpt each rieng ed. Ban chat ciia nd la cae quan niem mang tinh tmyen thdng (tiic 
la cd tir lich sir, dugc chgn lpc qua lich sir) va eac gia tri di kem".' 

Tir khi cdng trinh nay ra doi eho den nay da hon nira the ky trdi qua, ngay nay ngudd 
ta cho rang sd lugng dinh nghTa van hda da tang len nhieu, cd ngudd cho rang cd tod tren 
600, tuy nhien, dinh nghTa thudc hang kinh dien cua Tylor ve van hda (1881) thi ed le 
khdng mpt nha nghien cim van hda nao khdng biet den, va mac dii ciing bi cae nha 
nghien ciiu phe phan la chua bao quat het ndi ham eiia van hda song van thudng dugc 
hp trich dan, dieu nay phan nao eho thay eho den nay van chua cd dugc mdt dinh nghTa 
thdi dai ve van hda duge da sd chap nhan. 

Khai niem van hda trong khoa hgc nghien cieu ve con nguod thong qua vdn hoa la 
Nhan loai hgc van hda thudng dugc hieu theo nghTa tdng hgp la "phuang thiie sdng", vi 
du van hda liia nuoc. Tuy nhien, ddi vai khai niem van hda trong Nhan loai hgc van 
hda, mpt each khai quat nhat thi ed the tdng ket thanh 4 each tiep can. 

Cdch thie nhdt ndm bdt vdn hoa mgt cdch tong qudt, thudng sir dung theo nghTa he 
thong phuong thiic hanh ddng hay phuang thiic sinh boat duge cac ca nhan trong mpt 
xa hpi xac dinh, thu nhgn, cimg sir dung va tmyen dat lai. C5 day ed may diem can luu y 
nhu sau: 

Thu nhan a day khdng bao gdm qua trinh sinh ly nhu hit tha, ciing khdng bao gdm 
cac hanh vi khdng dugc sir dung chung nhu la eae thdi tat rieng eua ca nhan. 

He thdng d' day y ndi den "mgt phiic the eac yeu td cd lien quan lan nhau" vai nghTa 
mpt bg phan thay ddi it nhieu se tac ddng den toan the; dieu nay cd the thay trong dinh 
nghTa kinh dien eiia E.B.Tylor: Vdn hoa Id mgt phuc the todn dien bao gom mgi ndng 
luc vd tap qudn md con ngudn thu nhgn dugc voi tu cdch thdnh vien cua xd hgi, nhu tri 
thicc, tin nguong, nghe thugt, dgo due, lugt phdp, tap tuc vd nhimg thic khdc niia. 

Dinh nghTa van hda eiia Tylor ciing thudc loai tiep can nay, vi the ciing nhu dinh 
nghTa cua Tylor, each tiep can nay thudng hi cho la qua bao quat. Vi du, C.Geertz cho 
rang, cho den nay van ehua cd dugc rndt dinh nghTa chat che ve van hda cd siic anh 
hudng manh me va do la mpt trong nhirng van de eiia nhan loai hpc hien dai. Cdn 
E.Leach thi nhan dinh rang khai niem van hda a My va a Anh khdng hoan toan gidng 
nhau: trong khi nha nhan loai hpc van hda My khdng ngimg "viet ve van hda nhu la mpt 
chiec ao hoan toan khac vai eon ngudd mac nd" thi eae nha nhan loai hpe xa hdi Anh lai 
"khdng coi van hda la cai dugc tao thanh tir nhirng bd phan cau thanh cd the phan ly, 
khdng coi ban than no la cai ed the phan ly". Thuc ra, nhan loai hge van hda ciing khdng 
coi van hda edu thanh tir nhiing ylu td ed thl tach rdd, ma la mpt he thdng hay cau hinh 
(configuration) trong do sir thay ddi mpt bd phan ed the anh hudng den toan bd. 

' Kroeber Alfred va Kluckhohn, Culture: A critical Review of Concepts and Definitions (1952), tr.66. (1952). 
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Cdch thu hai coi vdn hoa Id he thdng thich ung voi diiu Men tu nhien. B.J.Meggers 
cho ring eon nguoi ciing nhu eac sinh vat khac, dl sinh ton thi cdn thilt phai duy tri 
dugc mdi quan he thfch iing voi dilu kien xung quanh, va con nguoi hoan thien sir thich 
ling nay thdng qua van hda. Trong each tilp can nay, cac ylu td ciia td chiie xa hdi gan 
vdd ky thuat, kinh tl, san xudt la ITnh vue trung tam ciia van hda. Cach tiep can nay cd 
the thay trong "Chu nghTa duy vat van hda" (Cultural materialism) ciia M.Hanis, "Chii 
nghia tien hda van hda" (Cultural evolutionism) ciia E.Service, "Sinh thai hgc van hda" 
(Cultural ecology) bit ddu tir J.Steward, "Sinh thai hpc nhan loai" (Human ecology) cua 
R.Rappaport. 

Cdch thie ba coi vdn hoa Id he thdng khdi niem tuong phan vai each coi van hda la he 
thing thieh iing. Sir dung each tilp can nay, R.M.Keesing coi van hda la mdt he thdng 
quan niem (an ideational system), dng eho rang "van hda vai nghTa do, \riy thanh nen 
tang ciia phuang thirc sdng ciia con ngud'i, hinh thanh tir he thdng quan niem sir dung 
chung, he thdng khai niem, nguyen tac, y nghTa dugc the hien ra a dd". Tae gia 
W.Goodenough thi coi van hda la mdt loat cac chuan muc lien quan den tri giac, tin 
nguong, danh gia, thdng dat va hanh vi. Khai niem van hda nhu mpt he thdng khai niem 
khdng hoan toan moi, cd the nhan biet nd trong dinh nghTa van bda la "thiet ke (design) 
cugc sdng dugc tao ra qua lich sir" (1945) ciia C.Kluckhohn, W.H.Kelly. 

Cdch thu tu ndm bdt vdn hoa nhu mot he thong bieu tuomg. D.Schneider dinh nghTa 
van hda la he thdng bieu tugng va y nghTa. Va van hda hinh thanh tir nhiing quy tac lien 
quan den pham tru va hanh vi. Geertz dinh nghTa van hda dugc the hien ra a hinh thai 
bieu tugng (symbolic forms), "dang thirc (pattern) y nghTa dugc tmyen k i qua lich sir" 
va bieu tugng la "cai dugc hinh thanh tir phuong tien tmng gian the hien ndi dung y 
nghTa ciia vat the, hanh vi, sir kien, tinh chat va quan he". Van hda gidng nhu nhiing mat 
ludd do tu con ngudd det nen, de nghien ciiu nd, can phai tim hieu y nghTa, tien hanh 
diin giai chii khdng phai la tim tfnh quy luat hay thuyet minh. Vdd y nghTa dd, nhan loai 
hpc tro thanh khoa hpc dien dich tim tdi y nghTa eiia van hda. Trong each tiep can nay, 
van hda nhu mdt phiic the bdi canh ma de dien giai nd, can phai cd su "md ta chi tiet 
can ke, day dan" (thick description) bat ngudn tir mach ngudn gpi la eudc sdng xa hdi. 
Geertz cdn dan ra thanh qua nghien ciiu dien dich hpc ve tmdng hgp van hda dao Bali o 
Indonesia. Cach nam bat bieu tupng luan ve van hda ciing dugc V.Tumer, R.Needham 
sir dung duai nhirng lap trudng khac nhau. Tumer thi tim tdi y nghTa bieu tugng eua 
nghi le tpc nguai NDembu, trong khi Needham thi nghien eiiu ve nhi nguyen luan bieu 
tupng. Hon nira, theo Keesing, ed the ndi nha nhan loai hpc eau tnic Levi-Strauss da 
nam bat van hda nhu mpt he thdng bieu tugng dugc sinh ra tir "tinh than con nguoi" 
(F esprit humain). 

Tuong ung voi 4 each tiep can nay, ndi dung khao sat ddi tugng van hda cua nhan 
loai hpe dugc hinh thanh tir bdn mang ehfnh la van hda ky thuat (tuong duong vai he 
thing thich iing), van hda gia tri (tuong duong vdd he thing khai niem), van hda xa hdi 
(tuong duong vai ldi sdng) va van hda ngdn ngii (tuong duong vdd bilu tupng). Sau day 
chiing ta se tim hieu khai quat vl 4 ITnh vuc nay. 
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1) Vdn hoa ve ky thudt 
Loai ngudd xudt hien tren trai ddt ddu tien d' trung Phi each day 4 trieu nam, tir dd da 

nd luc mpi mat vi cupe sdng, tir san bat hai lugm, sir dung hang dpng dl a, ehi tao vii 
khf de san bat va chdng ke thii trong thien nhien, tim ra eae loai cd cay chiia benh va 
quan ao de tranh ret, lam ra cac vd hii de dung... cac ky thuat thda man nhu cdu an, 
mac, a da bien ddi rat nhieu, ngay nay con ngudd mac quan ao vira ben vira dep, an thiic 
an vira bd vira ngon, sach va sdng trong nhiing ngdi nha vira kien ed vira tien nghi. Va 
he thdng tri thiie giiip eon nguoi ed dugc eupc sdng vat chat nhu vay ehinh la van hda 
ky thuat. , _ 

2) Vdn hoa ve gid tri 
Con ngud'i la sinh vat cd tinh cam, tiic la cac trang thai xiic cam va y chf ma chf vdd 

tri thiic va ky thuat thi khdng ly giai duge. Cae hanh vi eon ngudd dua tren tin nguong sau 
sac (tdn giao, ma thuat, than thoai) da tao ra mdt the giod ma cho du tri thirc phong phii 
den dau ciing khdng the ly giai dugc. Dieu nay dugc gpi la "he thdng cua cai thieng". Ben 
canh dd, nghe thuat la mdt he thdng ve eai dep (hdi hpa, dieu khac, kien tnic, thu edng, 
am nhac, miia, van hpc) ciing cd tfnh each tuong tu. Nhiing biic tranh cua cac danh hpa 
ndi tieng the gidd dugc trao ddi vdd gia ca tren trod lihung ddi vdd nhiing ngudd khdng cd 
ham thich thi chang cd gia tri bao nhieu (dot de sudd thi khdng bang mgt vien than). Cai 
dep va ky thuat cd quan he chat che vdd nhau, song cho dii ky thuat tinh xao den dau cung 
khdng the thay the duge tinh cam va y ehi eua tac gia sinh ra cai dep. 

Diing trong ciing pham trii voi cai thieng va eai dep, cdn cd cac chuan muc ve dao 
diic, nghi le, phap luat de bao ve cugc sdng xa hdi. LTnh vuc nay duge ggi la "he thdng 
cua cai thien". Quy pham, chuan muc la tieu chuan cua timg xa hgi ma nhiing con ngudi 
sdng d' do phai tuan thii, nd khdng phai la thii duge sinh ra tir su tich liiy tri thiic (khdng 
phan doan hanh vi ciii dau va bat tay chao, hanh vi nao diing va hay hon, vi do chi la 
van de tap quan xa hgi, tuy nhien, cac tap tue thdi quen nay lai ed siic manh trdi budc 
con ngudd, neu khdng tuan thii se khd sdng hda ddng voi cac ca nhan khac). Khia canh 
"thieng", "dep" va "thien" nay, nhan loai hpc van hda gpi la "van hda gia tri", chi phdi 
dang sau nhiing hanh vi va phan doan eua con ngudd trong eudc sdng hang ngay. 

3) Vdn hoa ve xd hgi 
Con ngud'i cung dugc ggi la "sinh vat sdng theo xa hdi", tiie la ludn ludn sdng trong 

trong cae quan he vai cae ca nhan khae. Quan he xa hdi ddu tien la quan he mdt thit, gia 
dinh, than tdc: quan he xa hdi mang tinh van menh. Mpt vai tap thl cd quan he mdt thit 
sdng tap tmng trong mpt khu vuc la tap the khu vuc than quen nhu lang xdm hay que 
huong. Cac lang que dr vimg ndng thdn ndng nghiep, ngu nghiep, lam nghiep diu la 
viing cd quan he gan bd que huong, hp hang than thfch. 

Tai cac vimg do thi sdm uat, con ngudd lai sdng kha biet lap nlu khdng ndi la sdng 
giiia sir cd dpc voi hdu het nhirng ngud'i khdng cd quan he hp hang than thfch, que 
huong, vi the quan he xa hdi ciia tap the ed dde nay san sinh ra dua tren nhiing md tfp 
lgi fch chung hay mdi quan tam chung, tir do sinh ra eae tap the mang tfnh chiic nang, 
theo mdt trdi bupe nhat dinh: chfnh dang theo cimg mpt tu tudng, cdng doan nhim doan 
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kit nang cao dia vi giai cdp, cau lac bd ciia cac thanh vien ciing sa thich, nbdm tdn giao 
cimg tfn nguong, va vd so tap thl gim cac thanh vien gin kit vai nhau theo cimg mpt 
cam kit va cac tap thl nay da binh thanh nen chdn thanh thi; cung cd quan he gia dinh 
song mpt trong nhiing dac trung ndi bat cua xa hdi dd thi la hinh thanh tir su chdng chat 
hang nghin, hang van loai nhdm tap thl cam kit, voi cac thanh vien gia nhap bang y cbi 
tu do nham dat mdt muc dich nao dd. 

Con ngudd vai ky thuat cao va he thing quan diem gia tri da dang da tao ra xa hdi -
khac vai bdy dan ciia con vat - bao gdm tap thl mdt thit la gia dinh, tap the que huong 
la xdm lang, cdng ddng va vd sd tap thl cam kit khac. Cac qudc gia ciing la hinh thai 
ciia tap thl xa hpi, trong dd tap thl ldn nhdt chinh la td chiic Lien hiep qudc hinh thanh 
tir 185 qudc gia. 

4) Vdn hoa ve ngon ngie 
Ngdn ngii sinh ra do co quan phat am a con ngud'i phat trien khien cho nhirng am 

thanh dugc ket hgp vd'i nhau mpt each tiiy y tra nen thdng dung vdd mpt nghTa nao do 
trong nhdm tap the cung chung sdng. Con ngudi da tao rat nhieu ngdn ngii bang cac td 
hgp am thanh va ngii phap. Tren the gioi, cd den vai nghin ngdn ngii va tat ca deu dugc 
tao ra mgt each tu nhien, khdng do mdt ea nhan nao tao ra ca va ciing khdng ro vao giai 
doan tien hda nao cua loai ngud'i thi sinh ra ngdn ngQ'. 

Nhof tao ra ngdn ngii, eon ngud'i cd the tu do truyen dat cho nhau cac y nghTa phirc 
tap va trim tupng, dem lai anh hudng khdng the do dem dugc cho sir phat trien cua van 
hda. Nang lire cd gang the hien bang ngdn ngii nhiing dieu minh tu duy, tudng tugng 
chfnh la ngudn gdc ciia vd sd cac phat minh ldn nhd cua loai ngudd. 

Khoang 5, 6 nghin nam truac, eon nguoi edn phat minh ra chii viet, va dieu nay da 
lam cho van hda phat trien vugt bac. Ngdn ngu la the gidi cua am thanh, mdt khi phat ra 
la tan bien trong khdng gian. Tuy nhien, chit viet thi dugc luu lai, nhd' dd cd the tmyen 
dat thdng tin cho ngud'i a xa bat ky dau, bat ky luc nao (d each xa hang may the ky) nhd 
nhiing dieu duge luu lai bang chir viet nay. Ngdn ngii va chii viet deu la san pham do 
con nguai sang tao ra, den lugt nd, van hda ngdn ngii cd anh hudng vd ciing to ldn toi 
su tich liiy va phat trien ciia van hda con ngudd. 

Tom lgi, trong bai viet nay, dung tren lap trudng cua nhan loai hgc van hda, cd the 
dinh nghTa vdn hoa nhu mot nhdn to viea Id sdn phdm viea Id su tdc dgng tro lgi doi voi 
phdt trien con nguoi, the hien duoi bon chieu cgnh co bdn Id vdn hoa ve ky thugt, vgt 
chdt; vdn hoa ve gid tri; vdn hoa ve xd hgi vd vdn hoa ve ngon ngie, bieu tuomg. Duong 
nhien la bdn chieu canh nay cd su gan ket khdng the tach rai trong khai niem van hda, 
su phan chia nay chi nham lam thuan tien cho viec nghien ciiu trien khai trong khoa hpc 
nay. Khai niem van hda bdn chieu canh nay cho phep nha nghien ciin tiep can van de 
nghien ciiu - vf du phat trien con ngudd - kha toan dien, tir van hda hiiu hinh din vd 
hinh, tir van hda ky thuat vat chat den van hda tinh thdn, tir khia eanh gia tri din khia 
canh xa hpi, tro thanh mdt each tiep can hiiu fch eho nhiing nghien eiru ly giai can 
nguyen su lira chpn uu tien hanh ddng cua con ngud'i, tir dd giiip can thiep chfnh sach 
tae ddng hieu qua toi su phat trien con ngudd. 
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Cach nhin van hda trong khoa hpc khdng long quan dilm gia tri o ben trong, vi vay 
khach quan hon each nhin van hda trong cude sdng (khdng danh gia van hda cao thap 
ma chii trpng den ban sac hay tinh da dang cua nhiing van hda khac nhau). Hon niia, 
khai niem van hda trong khoa hpc mang tinh mo hinh khdi niem tire la da dugc lam don 
gian hda nhim thuan lgi cho viec nghien cim, vi vay khi van dung (md hinh khai niem) 
cdn luu y din tinh gin kit khdng the tach rdd giiia cae yeu td cdu thanh dugc tam thai 
phan cat trong md hinh. 
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