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ALEJO CARPENTIER (1904 -1980) 

1. DUdc xem la nhan vat hang dau 
trong nen van hpc My Latinh, 
Carpentier cdn la mdt trong nhUng 
tieu thuyet gia hac nha't cua the gidi d 
the ky XX. Ngdii ra, dng cdn la nha 
nghien cutu am nhac, nha hid, nha 
phe binh van hpc, thu linh cua cic 
phcng tr id tien pheng d Cuba nhUng 
nam 1920. Nhutng nam 1930, 
Carpentier sd'ng d Paris va chiu anh 
hUdng tuf cac nha sieu thiic. Mang tU 
tudng each tan tao hao, trong cic bai 
tieu luan, phe hinh cua minh, 
Carpentier da gdp phan dinh hUdng 
quan trpng cho nen van hpc My 
Latinh trong sud't the ky XX. 

Carpentier sinh ngay 26/12/1904 
tai Lausanne, Thuy Sy. TrUdc day, cac 
nha nghien ciiu cho rang, Carpentier 
sinh tai Havana. TrUdc khi dng ra ddi 
hai nam, gia dinh dng chuyen den 
Cuba sinh sd'ng. Cuba gianh ddc lap 
tif tay Hoa Ky vao ngay 20/5/1902. 
Dat nUdc hi Hoa Ky chiem ddng sudt 
hon nam ke tuf ngay Tay Ban Nha hai 
tran vao nam 1898. DUdng nhien, suf 
di cU cua gia dinh Carpentier den 
Cuba khdng phai vi ngheo ddi ma chi 
vi cha me dng mud'n tim kiem mdt 
mien da't thd mdng, yen binh, tre 
trung va dan chui. Ngdi nha hp sdng 
nay thudc ngoai d Havana vd'n trUdc 
day la khu phd' sam ua't. Me dng l i 
giio sU ngdn ngut ngUdi Nga. Cha dng 
la kien tnic sU ngUdi Phap. Nam dng 
len mUdi hai tudi, gia dinh chuyen 
sang sd'ng tai Phap. Carpentier bie't 
nhieu ngoai ngut. Dau tien la tieng 
Phap, dUdc thufa ke tuf ngUdi cha. Sau 
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do la tieng Nga, tieng Tay Ban Nha, 
tieng Anh,... 

Vdn l i ngudi say me va cd nang 
khieu am nhac, Carpentier theo hpc 
nganh ly luan am nhac tai trUdng 
Jeansdn de Sailly. Day l i be mdn dng 
yeu thfch va thed dudi phin ldn thdi 
gian trong cudc ddi. Vid nhUng nam 
1920, dng quay ve Cuba, thed hpc 
nganh kien tnic tai Dai hpc Havana, 
nhUng tuf hd khi chUa td't nghiep vi 
dam me nganh bio chf. Thdi gian nay, 
dng sang t ic nhieu vd nhac kich, cic 
vd ba le thee khuynh hUdng hien dai. 
Ong tham duf Hdi nghi cic nha van 
tien hd tai Mexico. Tai dd, dng gap 
danh hoa Diego Rivera. Hai ngUdi ket 
tinh bang hutu sau sac ke tuf ngay dd. 
Carpentier la mdt trong nhUng ngUdi 
sang lap ra td Tap chi Tien phong. Bii 
thd dau tien cua dng Liturgia dUdc 
dang d tap chf nay. Tu tudng ciia dng 
nghieng ve canh t i . Ong giiip thinh 
lap dang Cdng s in Cuba. 

Nam 1927, Carpentier cdng khai 
chd'ng del nh i ddc t i i Gerardo 
Machado y Morales. Chfnh quyen 
Gerardo Machado budc dng tdi tuyen 
truyen tu tudng cdng sin, Carpentier 
hi tdng giam bd'n thing, sau dd bi 
quan thiic tai dia phUdng. Trdng 
nguc, dng viet phin diu cua cudn tieu 
thuyet Thiidng de ditdc ngdi ca. Sau 
khi dUcJc tra tii dc, Carpentier cimg 
vdi Amaded Rdldan td chufc nhieu budi 
hoi nhac cua cic nhac si dUdng dai 
ndi tieng tren the gidi. Ong cdng tic 
vdi nhieu tap chi van hoi khac nhau. 
Vao diu nam 1928, vdi suf gup dd ciia 
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met ngUdi ban thi si kiem n h i bid, 
Carpentier trd'n thoi t sang Phap. 

Tai Phap, Carpentier sd'ng trong 
biu khdng khi van^ chUdng sdi ndi, 
tien bd dUdng thdi. Ong lam quen vdi 
cic ngdi sao nghe thuat ciia thdi ay 
nhu Andre Breton, Louis Aragon, 
Tristan Tzara, Paul Eluard, George 
Sadoul, Chirico, Ives Tangui, 
Raymond Quenau, Pablo Picasso,... 
Nam 1937, tai Hdi nghi Bao ve Van 
hoi dUdc td chufc tai Madrid v i 
Valencia, Carpentier tham duf vdi tU 
cich la dai bieu che Cuba. 

Ddi vdi nhdm Sieu thiic, Carpentier 
cd mdi duyen ngi ldn. Chinh cac nha 
Sieu thufc da giiip Carpentier nh in 
thufc dUdc each ket hdp tuf dd giuta cac 
suf vat hien tU(3ng thudc the gidi thufc 
va the gidi hoang dudng cua nhiing 
giac md va dieu than hf. Ong khdng 
cbl ip dung dieu dd vao sang t ic van 
xudi m i cdn phat trien, dUa nd sang 
linh vufc huyen ao. 

Viec tiep xiic vdi Miguel Angel 
Asturias (luc nay Asturias dang vie't 
cudn sich ve nhiing tien t h in thoai 
Colombia) cung t ic ddng ldn den 
Carpentier. Ong kiem sd'ng bang cay 
biit, chu ye'u viet b ing tieng Phap va 
tieng Tay Ban Nha ve cic van de van 
hoi dUdng dai. Nhieu lan tif Phap, 
Carpentier sang tham Tay Ban Nha 
vi thufc sii hi thuyet phuc bdi nghe 
thuat baroque. Diy cung chinh la nen 
t ing nUa de hinh thanh nen nhiing 
dac diem cd't ldi cua chu nghia hien 
thufc huyen io My Latinh trong dng. 
Ndi chie'n Tay Ban Nha bung nd, 
Carpentier len tieng ung hd nhiing 
ngUdi cdng boa. 

Chien tranh the gidi l in thii hai 
xay ra, Carpentier quay ve Cuba tie'p 
tuc sd'ng bing nghe viet bao. Ong viet 
cud'n sich nghien cufu ve am nhac 
Cuba. Nam 1946, (:ud'n sach dUdc xua't 
ban vdi nhan de Am nhac Cuba. Mdi 

quan tam cua Carpentier giai dean 
nay cdn la t i e pham van chUdng. Ong 
sang t ic nhieu truyen ngan, ve sau 
dUdc in thanh tap Cugc chien thdi 
gian. Le hdi Voodoo cua ngUdi da den 
dien ra, Carpentier tham duf va tuf dd 
dng dau tU nghien cufu nen van hoa 
cua nhutng ngUdi lai. 

Nam 1943, cimg vdi giam dd'c mdt nha 
hat Phap, Carpentier de'n Haiti. Ong de'n 
tham phao dai cua thu dd Haiti va cung 
dien Sans-Souci, ndi dUdc vi vua da den 
Henri Christophe xay diing. Chuye'n di 
da cung cap cam hufng cho dng de vie't 
nen Vitcfng qud'c trdn gian. 

Nam 1945, Carpentier chuyen den 
sd'ng tai thu do Caracas ciia Venezuela. 
Ong luu lai dat nUdc Nam My nay sud't 
tuf nam 1945 de'n nam 1959. Tai day, 
dng hoan thanh Viicfng qud'c trdn gian 
va chuan hi tu lieu de sang t ic va hoan 
thanh Nhdng ddu chdn dd mdt. Qua 
cac sing t ic cho tha'y, van hoa My 
Latinh la phin ta't ye'u trong the gidi 
th im my ciia Carpentier. 

Nam 1959, khi cudc each mang do 
Fidel Castro gianh thang Idi d Cuba, 
Carpentier trd ve. Ong giut chufc giim 
dd'c nha xua't ban qud'c gia. Cud'n tieu 
thuyet Vu nd trong thdnh diidng dUdc 
hdin thanh trong giai doan sue sdi 
khf the each mang. Gabriel Garcfa 
Marquez trong lan bat tay vao viet 

• ban thao Trdm ndm co ddn da xe bd vi 
thay bi anh hUdng bdi phong each tut 
t ic pham nay. 

Nam 1966,- Carpentier sang Paris 
nham chute dai suf Cuba tai Phap. Ong 
sd'ng tai Phap cho den khi qua ddi vi can 
benh ung thU vao ngay 24/4/1980. Tro 
thi hai dng dU(;Jc dUa ve Cuba, an tang 
tai nghia trang Colon tai Havana. Nam 
1977, Carpentier dUdc vinh dii nhan 
giai thudng van hpc Cervantes. 

2. Trong ldi de tuf cud'n tieu thuyet 
huyen ao Viidng qudc trdn gian, 
Carpentier dUa ra de nghi gpi khuynh 
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hudng s i n g t i c ndi ba t liic dd d My 
Latinh la "chu nghia hien thiic ky 
dieu chau My" (marvellcus American 
reality). Suf hap nha't d i in ngdn cua 
chu nghia sieu thufc (dUdc dien dat 
b i n g tii ky dieu) vdi dien ngdn cd sd 
luan cua t r i e lUu ngudi Cuba gd'c Phi 
da l i m nay sinh dac t inh chu nghia 
hien thilc huyen ac t rdng s i n g t i c cua 
Carpentier. Ngay khi dng x ic lap khai 
niem, phcng c ich Carpent ier cd suf 
chuyen bien dang ke: Tuf c i i ky dieu 
nhu dieu khdng the dat dUdc va mang 
tinh van h d i dan gian den c i i ky dieu 
nhu la hien thufc v i dUdc linh hpi bdi 
ci i nhin hien dai, k h i c la, dU(3c chieu 
sang bdi tfnh phi ly va phi thufc cua 
nhiing gi nd thufc suf thay. 

Nhutng t i e pham ban dau cua 
Carpentier lien quan den am nhac va 
thd ca. Ong viet ve lich suf am nhac 
Cuba, s i ng t i c nhiing bai thd ve ngUdi 
Cuba gd'c Phi. Cud'n tieu thuyet d i u 
tien cua dng ThUdng de diidc ngdi ca 
(1933) cung de cap den van de ngUdi da 
den dUdng thdi. Cud'n tieu thuyet thuf 
hai Vitdng qudc trdn gian (1949) ra ddi 
vad dp tudi chin chan cua dng. Trong 
t ic pham nay, Carpentier x ic dinh lai 
b in chat van chUdng My Latinh nhU la 
sU tdng hdp ngUdc ddi ve thdi gian, con 
ngUdi, van h d i va phdng each; ddng 
hien va xe dich cac cd m i u trcng van 
hoa truyen thd'ng chau Au, chau Phi va 
ciia ngUdi da dd... 

Vitdng qudc trdn gian l i suf s i ng tad 
ky dieu ve cudc ndi day cua nhUng ngUdi 
nd le v i cudc cich mang d i u tien vip 
d iu the ky XIX d San Ddmingd, bay gid 
la Haiti. Trdng cud'n tieu thuyet, 
Carpentier suf dung thanh cdng biit 
ph ip chu nghia hien thufc huyen io de 
mieu t i suf xung dot giUa ddi sd'ng chfnh 
tri hien thiic vdi tfn ngUdng v i dutc tin 
huyen bf. Cau chuyen tai hien h i n g loat 
suf kien hap dan ngay tuf d i u cua cudc 
ndi day khdng thanh cua Macandal va 

sau nay la Bouckman, ngudi d in d i t 
Haiti di de'n t h i n g b i trdng suf nghiep 
da'u t ranh gianh ddc lap tuf nUdc Phip . 
Cudi cung, Henri Christophe, thii hnh 
cua phong trao cich mang, ve sau trd 
thanh hding de cua Haiti va cho xay 
dufng thu dd La Ferriere. 

Ban d i u s ing t i c cua Carpentier v in 
dUdc ca'u tnic thee kieu truyen thd'ng, 
d i n d i n qua thdi gian, nhUng thay ddi 
manh me da khien chiing khdng cdn 
nhu xUa cu. Da xua't hien cau true hdn 
the, cau tnic baroque,... trong s ing t ic 
cua dng. Lay bdi c inh Haiti trong giai 
doan Cich mang Ph ip , VUdng quoc trdn 
gian dat lien ke nen van ho i cao da suy 
kiet cua chau Au vdi sutc manh nguyen 
thuy trong nhutng ngUdi nd le da den 
ciia hp. Nhutng dieu khdng the xay ra 
mang tfnh van ho i dan gian nhU tao ra 
cic hinh dang loii vat song hanh vdi an 
du ve gidi chfnh tri, trong dd mdt cudc 
cich mang cua ngUdi da den t i i lap v i 
quyet liet hdn trdng viec lat dd ich 
thd'ng tri cua ngUdi da trang va thay the 
suf thd'ng tri ay b ing ngUdi lai giUa da 
den v i da trang. 

Trong cud'n Nhdng ddu chdn dd 
mdt (1953), Carpentier x iy diing mdt 
nhan vat t rung tam cd ldi sdng hien 
dai dang nghien ciiu cic loai nhac cu 
nguyen thuy theo c ich hU cau tdng 
h(ip tii Par is den mdt thanh phd' My 
Lat inh dang trong cudc ndi chien giuta 
hai phe Guelph v i Ghibelline. Thdi 
gian t ruyen cdn dUdc day liii trdng 
thdi gian q u i khii, de'n tan thud mdi 
phdi thai suf sd'ng. Cud'n tieu thuyet 
dUdc d i n h g i i l i ndi bat nha t cua 
Carpentier . Cau chuyen dUdc ke tif 
nhan vat kiem ngUdi ke chuyen d ngdi 
thii nha't, ngUdi di v id futng Orindcc 
de t im hieu y nghia cua cudc sd'ng v i 
ngudn gd'c cua thdi gian. Gid'ng nhieu 
t i c pham k h i c , nd lufc cua Carpentier 
l i n h i m k h i m p h i ra mdt chau My 
thufc chat, thdng qua mdt con ngUdi 
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hien dai dang tim kiem b in the bang 
cich de dinh mat b in than trcng the 
gidi nguyen thuy da hi ke't i n luu diy. 

Nhdng ddu chdn dd mdt dUdc ket 
ca'u thee ldi "truyen dUdc ke hai lin". 
Mdt nha nghien cufu am nhac Bae My 
vd mdng phai chay trd'n suf tdn tai 
trd'ng rdng cua minh d thanh phd' New 
Ydrk. Cung vdi ngUdi yeu, dng ta di 
den mien da't heo l inh tren the gidi 
ndi nen van minh chUa cham den tan 
tren thU(3ng ngudn cua mdt con sdng d 
Nam My. Cud'n tieu thuyet mieu t i suf 
tim kiem, nhUng chuyen phieu lUu, suf 
khdi phuc quyen nang sing tao cua 
dng va nhUng quyet dinh ding lUu y 
ciia dng tai ngdi l ing dUdng nhU hdan 
tdin dufng ngdii ddng chiy lich suf... 
Bing ldi viet hien thufc huyen ac bae 
thiy, Carpentier da mang lai cho t ic 
pham biu khdng khf ky dieu. 

Cii nhin cua Carpentier ve hien 
thufc la cai nhin phan ddi. Ong theo 
dudi cii nhin ddi ciic nay ve viing da't 
My Latinh nhU mdt ndi chd'n. mdt lich 
suf bi t ich lam hai giuta thiic tai chau 
My va ngudn gd'c lan y thufc chau Au. 
Mdt tap truyen ngan. i m inh bdi suf 
nguyen chiing, sii trd ve va thdi gian, 
cung nhu cic cud'n tieu thuyet thudc 
hang ldn nhat ciia nhUng n h i van ldn 
da hoan thanh mpt van nghiep mang 
phong cich dac di bdi cii nhin phan 
ddi sii vat hien tu'dng: qui khii va 
thufc tai; bdi bdi tang huydn tUdng 
bing ky xid dan xen vdi ban chat 
thiic cua con ngUdi; bdi say me lich suf 
va tuyen bd: "Nhiem vu ciia Adam la 
dat ten cho suf vat". 

Vu nd trong thdnh diidng (1962) 
quay lai vdi bdi canh vumg Caribbean 
de khio sat them l in nuta suf ph in bdi 
ciia Cich mang Phip, nhung l in nay 
t ic gii tap trung vao vien cinh ciia 
gidi tu s in ngUdi lai. Cud'n sich thau 
tdm sii thay ddi ky vi xuyen sud't vumg 
Caribbean vac cudi the ky XVIII va 

d iu the ky XIX, pha trdn cic cudc 
chie'n tranh, nhutng chuye'n phieu lUu 
tren bien va cac dan tpc,... Day l i 
cud'n tieu thuyet tieu suf lay bdi canh 
la nhutng chuye'n phieu lUu cua Victor 
Hughes. Hughes la nhan vat lich suf. 
Ong lanh dao cudc ndi day cua lufc 
lUdng hai quan de ddi lai hdn dao 
Guadeloupe tuf tay ngUdi Anh. Cud'n 
tieu thuyet suf thi mang dam yeu td' 
lich suf nay da bao qui t mpt thdi ky 
lich suf sdi ddng nhUng diy hi thUdng 
cua khu vufc My Latinh. 

Cudc sdn dudi (1956) lay bdi canh d 
Havana vao nam 1956, ndi sU thd'ng 
tri ddc tai cua Batista dUdc suf dung 
l im bdi c inh che cau chuyen cua hai 
ngudi dan dng tre cimg chung dung 
xac thit vdi cd gii lam tien Estrella. 
Mdt ngUdi dan dng giau ten bd trd'n 
khdi dpi am sat huyen ao cac chfnh tri 
gia mdt each tan nhan va an nau 
tuyet an toan tai mpt thinh phdng ndi 
dang dien ra budi hoa nhac 
Beethoven. Cud'n tieu thuyet dUdc ke 
bang van phong rat hap dan nhd sii 
chdng cheo cac phUdng thufc t r in 
thuat va ca'u triic phutc dieu cua nd. 

Ly le cua nhd nitdc (1976) tap trung 
dufng chin dung met ga ddc tai dien 
hinh, trdn lan nhutng ye'u to' hien thiic 
va hu ca'u nghich di, dat trong bdi canh 
Paris vao nam 1913 va de ga ta di qua 
di ve tren bd bien Dai Tay DUdng chd 
de'n khi ga chet vi ndi nhd que hUdng 
tai chd'n luu day Paris. Tie pham la suf 
bd sung tuyet vdi ve kieu chan dung 
nhan vat ddc tai My Latinh. 

Tuy khdng dUdc danh gia cao nhU 
Marquez, nhUng suf nghiep sang tao 
ciia Carpentier cd ddng gdp khdng nhd 
cho tie'n trinh van chUdng nhan loai, 
dac biet la vdi khuynh hudng hien 
thufc huyen ao. Cudc ddi cua 
Carpentier la ca suf nd lufc khdng 
ngufng de vUdn de'n nhutng sang tao 
mdi, nhutng chan ly mdi ve cupc ddi • 




