
20 Nghien curu Ton giao. So7 <SL 8 - 2009 

•\ .J •,:'.: 

FRIEDRICH MAX MULLER VA DONG GOP CUA ONG 

TRONG DAN LUAN TON GIAO HOC 

M 'man ludn ton gido hoc^^^ la t i c p h a m 

• ^ If luan tdn giae hpc k inh dien eiia 

Friedrich Max Muller , ngfldi cd cdng de 

xfldng nen met bd mdn nghien cflu khea 

hpc ve ten giae each day hdn met the ki. 

Dac biet, ch inh t r eng tac pham nay, 

t h u a t ngfl "Tdn giao hpc" (Science of 

Religion) lan dau t ien dfldc sil dung, dfldc 

gidi hpc t h u a t qud'c te cdng n h a n la tac 

pham cd t inh nen t ang cua nganh Tdn 

giae hpc Phfldng Tay. Cudn sach nay da 

dfldc dich ra nhieu thfl t ieng khac nhau 

t ren the gidi va la tai lieu t h a m khae can 

thiet t rdng viec giang day va hpc tap ve 

bd mdn Tdn giao hpc t r eng nhieu trfldng 

dai hpc va cd quan nghien cflu. Nhieu hpc 

gia trfl d a n h cua the ki XX t reng cac tac 

pham li luan tdn giao hpc cua minh ludn 

danh cho Muller sU t r a n t rpng va d a n h 

gia cao. Dang tiec la che den nay van 

chUa ed ban dich t ieng Viet xua t ban 

chinh thflc d Viet Nam, t rong khi bd mdn 

Tdn giao hpc dang r a t p h a t t r ien d nfldc 

ta tfl g i n 20 n a m trd lai day. T h a m chf, 

r a t hiem cac xua t b a n p h a m ve tdn giae 

hpc ciia hpc gia t r cng nfldc nhac den y 

nghia cua viec nghien cflu khoa hpc ve 

tdn giao ma Mul ler de xuat . Dau hdi 

mudn nhflng chung tdi mud'n thdng qua 

bai viet nay gidi th ieu sd Ifldc ve nhflng 

d d n g gdp chii y e u c u a t a c p h a m q u a n 

TRAN ANH DAO'*' 

t rpng nay, qua dd de t h a y dfldc y nghia 

chu trfldng cua Fr iedr ich Max Mul ler 

t r e n g nd Ifle d inh hfldng che phfldng 

p h a p n g h i e n cflu me t each k h e a hpc ve 

tdn giao. 

1. V a i n e t v e F r i e d r i c h M a x M u l l e r 

Max Mul ler s inh n a m 1823 ta i Dessau 

(Dfle), tfl nhd sdm lam vae canh md coi 

cha va gia canh khd k h a n . Tfl nam 17 

tuoi vao Dai hpc Leipzig theo hpc cac 

nganh van hpc cd dien, t r ie t hpc va ngdn 

ngfl hpc so sanh , vae n a m 1843 lay bang 

t ien si ngfl van d tudi 20, sau dd lam viec 

ta i Dai hpc Berlin, nghien cflu va dich 

t h u a t cae k inh dien tdn giae An Dp. N a m 

1846, rdi nfldc P h a p sau mdt nam du hpc 

d dd, dng den Ldnddn td chflc bien dich bd 

k m h "Rigveda" va s au dd x u a t ban bd 

sach 4 quyen nay d Anh. "Bd sach nay 

khdng chi md r a cho ngfldi Phfldng Tay 

met canh ciia q u a n t rpng de t im hieu ve 

van hda An Dp, hdn the nfla da d a n h dau 

viee Mul ler budc chan vac linh viic 

ngh ien cflu sd s a n h ngdn ngfl, t h i n thdai 

*. ThS., Vien Nghien euu Ton giao. 
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va tdn giad Phfldng Ddng va Phfldng 

Tay"<^'. Tfl n a m 1848 den nam 1858, dng 

sdng d Anh va giang day mdn ngdn ngfl 

hpc d Dai hpc Oxford. Ong trd t h a n h giad 

sfl ngdn ngfl Au Chau bien dai nam 1854, 

t hanh vien cua ban giam dd'c Trfldng All 

Sdul Cdllege nam 1858, va Q u a n thu thfl 

vien Bddleian nam 1856. Trflde dd dng 

dfldc trad t a n g bang M.A danh dfl va la 

mdt t h a n h vien cua Giae hdi Christ . 

Vad nam 1860, ndi dng day hpc hi 

khuyet chflc vi giao sfl tieng Sanskrit, 

nhflng trong met trfldng dai hpc cd khuynh 

hfldng tdn giae, sfl phan biet ta't nhien se 

khdng ung hp dng - ngfldi da gidi thieu triet 

thuyet cila Kant chd trfldng, ngan can viec 

de cil dng vad chflc vu nay. NhUng tam 

nam sau, chflc giad sfl ngfl van dfldc dat ra, 

va thed quy che. Max Muller trd thanh giad 

sfl d i u tien cua mdn nay. Nam 1869 dng 

trd thanh vien si chinh thflc ciia Vien khca 

hoc Phap. Tren thflc te, nghien cflu ngdn 

ngfl va phien dich mdi la nghe nghiep trpn 

ddi ciia Muller. Ong da van dung phfldng 

phap Sd sanh ngdn ngfl vad nghien cflu sd 

sanh tdn giad, dac biet dng ra t am tfldng ve 

ngdn ngfl va tdn giad Phfldng Ddng dac biet 

la An Dp va Trung Hda. Ngfldi ta ludn nhd 

tdi dng vdi cdng t r inh dai hdi Cdc sdch 

thdnh Phiidng Dong, ghi danh va ca ngdi 

dng d cac linh vflc ngdn ngfl bee, t h i n thdai 

bdc, Ddng Phfldng hpc va tdn giad hpc (sd 

sanh). Cac tac pham dd dng dich va sang 

tac cd den cen sd' bang t ram, trdng dd lien 

quan den tdn giad hpc va t h i n thdai hpc cd: 

Thdn thoai hoc so sdnh (1856), Kitd vd cdc 

triidng lao khdc (1858), Nhdt thdn gido 

(1860), Cdc kinh dien cua Khdng Tii) 

(1861), Pha t giad (1862), Ldi gidng trong 

Veda (1865), Ddn ludn ton gido hoc (1873), 

Sdn ve vice truyen gido (1873), Nguon gdc 

vd sii phdt trien cda ton gido (1878), Bdn ve 

ngdn ngU, thdn thoai vd ton gido (1881); 

Vdn cdu nguyen thdi Cd drii (1884), Ton 

gido tii nhien (1889); Ton gido vat chdt 

(1891); Ton gido nhdn loai (1892); Ton gido 

tdm li (1893); A''^^ ngdn An Do vd Phdt 

gido Mat tdng (1893), Tdn gido ciia Trung 

Qud'c (1900), u.L-...'^' 

Ddn ludn tdn gido hoc la tap hdp ciia 

bd'n bai thuye t t r inh ve tdn giao hpc ciia 

Muller tai Vien Nghien cflu Khoa hoc 

London tfl t h a n g 2 den thang 3 nam 

1870. Bd'n bai thuye t t r inh d i u tien dfldc 

dang l i n Ifldt t ren tap chi Leipzig (Dfle) 

sd' t hang 2,3,4 va 5, sau dd dfldc tac gia 

bien tap lai, bd sung p h i n chu giai va dan 

chflng, va xuat ban l i n dau tien tai Anh 

vdi tfla de Introduction to the Science of 

Religion - four lectures (Delivered at the 

Rdyal ins t i tu t idn in February and may, 

1870, by F. Max Muller, K.M.). Ket cau 

cudn sach cung bet sflc ddn gian, gdm bai 

p h i n , p h i n dau bad gdm bd'n bai giang ve 

tdn giad hpc (tac gia khdng dat chu de che 

cac bai giang ma cbi xep theo thfl tfl); 

P h i n hai la p h i n chu giai va dan chflng, 

dfldc Muller bd sung them khi bien tap va 

xuat ban be sach nay''". Nam 1873 danh 

dau sfl Iflu b a n h ciia cudn sach ra xa hdi. 

2. On Diec Binh (TQ) ehu bien. Tdm tdt cdc tdc 
pham noi Iieiig ve Idn gido hoc Phirong Tdy. Nxb 
Nhan dan Giang Tay, 2002. tr. 23. 
3. TTiam khao E.J.Sharpe. Lich sir ton gido hoc so 
sdnh (Comparative Religion :A History). Ban dich 
Trung van eua La Dai Cat, Ha Quang Hp,... ( t t S ^ 1!̂  
^ i ) , Nxb Nhan dan Thuong Hai, 1988, tr. 4448. 

4. Phan chu giai va dan ehiing bao gdm: 1. The Emperor 
Akbar (Dai de Akbar); 2. Tlie languages of Africa (Ngon 
ngu Chau Phi): 3. Vedie Literature (Van hoe Vedic); 4. 
Polynesian Mythology (Than thoai Polynesian); 5. The • 
Chinese name for God (Danh xung \t Thuong De' ciia 
nguoi Trung Quoe); 6. Mythology of the Hottentots 
(Tlian thoai Hottentots); 7. Ihe Saered Books of the Hast 
(Cac saeh thanh Phuong Dong). 
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Nhin vae phan- gidi thieu thfl muc d 

phin tren. chiing ta thay r ing Ddn ludn 

tdn gido hoc khdng phai la tac phim li 

luan ve nghien cflu tdn giao duy nhat ciia 

Max Muller, met sd' tac pham sau dd cua 

dng nhu Ngudn gdc vd sii phdt trien cua 

tdn gido (1878), Tdn gido tii nhien (1889), 

v.v... ban nhieu hdn ve cac van de cet ldi 

cua ten giao hpc, vi du nhfl ngudn gdc tdn 

giao, dinh nghia tdn giae, v.v... Bdi vay, 

trcng phin ldi ndi d iu cua Ddn ludn tdn 

gido hoc, Muller kien nghi dec gia nen 

tham khae cac tac pham khac cua dng ve 

tdn giac hpc, than thoai, truyen thd'ng va 

pheng tuc. de hieu toan dien hdn ve cac 

luan diem ciia dng. NgUdi ta danh gia cad 

nhat d Ddn ludn ton gido hoc chinh la 

viec lan dau tien khai niem "Tdn giae 

hpc" (Science df Religidn) dfldc de xuat va 

la tac pham nen tang chd nganh tdn giad 

hoc so sanh trong gidi hpc thuat Anh ngfl. 

Muller dfla vao ngdn ngfl hpc sd sanh de 

lam diem dot pha khau cho sfl nghiep 

nghien cflu tdn giao cua minh. Bdi vay. 

phfldng phap nghien cflu tdn giad hpc ma 

dng de xuat cung chfnh la tdn giae hoc so 

sanh. Eric J.Sharpe treng tac pham Lich 

sii ton gido hoc so sdnh da cei Muller la 

ngfldi dat nen mdng che bd mdn nay; 

Trflde Muller, linh vflc nghien cflu khoa 

hpc ve tdn giae tuy da phd bien, nhflng 

chfla cd quy cii va het sflc tan man, sau 

dng, ngfldi ta nhan tha'y linh vflc nay trd 

thanh mdt chinh the, tuan thii thed mdt 

phfldng phap nghien cflu, ndi met each 

ngan gpn la dfldc xii li mdt each khea hpc. 

Danh gia ve thanh qua nghien li luan 

tdn giao cila Muller, cd y kien che r ing 

van cdn nhieu ban che. cd the la dd bdi 

canh hpc thuat va anh hfldng cila linh 

vflc nghien cflu ngdn ngfl hpc cua dng. 

Chung ta deu biet rang, sfl ra ddi ciia 
nganh khda hpc ve tdn giao la mdt qua 
trinh, trflde Muller da cd Descartes va 
Kant ban ve van de ban chat ciia tdn 
giao. bdi vay cd y kien cho rang nen cei 
hai nhan vat nay la ngUdi dat nen mdng 
cho tdn giae hpc. Muller chi la ngUdi de 
xuat khai niem "tdn giad hpc", cdn trong 
van de nghien cflu eu the thi khdng 
nhflng khdng de lai di san If luan gi che 
ddi sau, ma tham chf cdn dfla ra rat 
nhieu quan diem au tri, vi du dem 
"ngudn gd'c tdn giao" hay "danh xflng ciia 
th in" quy ve nguyen nhan "sai lam ciia 
ngdn ngfl"'"'. De nam bat ro them ve van 
de nay, cd the tham khae them cudn sach 
Muller viet vad nam 1878; Nguon gdc vd 
sii phdt trien cua tdn gido (Lectures on the 
Origin and Growth of Religion as 
illustrated hy the religions of India). Bdi 
canh hpc thuat dfldng thdi d vad giai ddan 
ma Jdachim Wach (1898-1955) gpi la thdi 
ki thflc chflng chu nghia, bat d iu nghien 
cflu tdn giac tfl cac gdc dp khac nhau, dac 
biet la tien hda luan va lich sii khdi 
nguyen ciia tdn giad"'', bdi vay viec xuat 
hien khiem khuyet dd nhflng ban che 
mang tinh chu quan cung nhfl thdi dai 
mang den la khdng tranh khdi. Chung ta 
cd the tim hieu va phan tich sd trfldng sd 

5. Xin tham khao them: Max Muller. Ngudn gd'c vd sir 
phdt trien ciia tdn gido (Lectures on the Origin and 
Growth of Religion as illustiated by the religions of 
IndiafMJ). Ban dieh Trung van cua Kim Trach (5n t^ 
6^ S JI§ -^ S M). Nxb Nhan dan Thuong Hai. 1989. 
Trac Tan Binh. Li gidi Idn gido. Nxb Van hien Khoa 
hpe xa hpi. Bac Kinh, 1999. Trucmg Chi Circrng. 
Nghien cihi Triet hpc Idn gido - Quan nieni dirang dtii. 
vdn de mdu chdt vd phe phdn phiraiig plidp ludn. Dai 
hpc Nhan dan Trung Quoe. 2003. 

6. Joaehim Waeh. The Comparative Study of 
Religions (1928), tn'eh dan lis Ton Diee Binh (TQ) 
ehii bien, Tdm tdt cdc tdc phdni ndi tieng \.'e tdn guio 
hoc Phirang Tdy. Tdn gido hoc so sdnh. Nxb Nhan 
dan Giang Tay, 2002. tr. 510-529. . • 
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ddan ciia Muller ve li luan tdn giae hpc 

vad nhflng dip khac , dieu quan t reng va 

c i n lam hdn ca la hay dpc tac p h i m cua 

dng ay nhfl bfldc "nhap mdn" vao cen 

dfldng nghien cflu khoa hoc ve tdn giao. 

2. D o n g gdp Mul ler t r o n g Ddn 

ludn tdn gido hoc 

- De xuat khdi niem "tdn gido hoc" 

Trflde khi di vao khai niem nguyen 

ban (Science of Religion) , chung ta phai 

If giai met each khach quan r i n g , "tdn 

giao hoc" ma chung ta (cung nhfl ngfldi 

Trung Qud'c, ngfldi N h a t bay H a n Qud'c) 

dang sd dung de chuyen ngfl kha i niem 

Science of Religion (tieng Anh) la dfldi cai 

vd ngdn ngfl Han , nd cd ndi ham rdng hdn 

so vdi nguyen nghia "Khoa hpc ve tdn 

giao" (Science of Religion) ma Muller dich 

tfl t ieng Dfle Religionswissenchaft. Trong 

ngfl canh A Ddng, "tdn giae hpc" bao ham 

ta't ca cac gdc dp nghien cflu ve tdn giao 

trong dd cd ca t r ie t hoc, than hpc va khea 

hoc xa hdi va n h a n van, nen d mflc dp nao 

dd nd da lam phai md y nghia gdc cila nd. 

tflc la bam nghia "kbda hpc" ma Muller 

va thdi dai cila dng quan tam va " t ranh 

dau" vi nd. Bdi vay, chung ta ddng thdi 

c in lUu y bam nghia "tdn giad hpc" trdng 

ngfl canh A Ddng cung nhU t reng bdi 

canh hpc t h u a t thdi dai ciia Muller. 

Nhflng de xuat cua dng tao ra met nganh 

khoa hoc n h a n van dec lap vdi bai linh 

viic tb inb banh dUdng thdi khac la 

nghien cflu t h i n hpc va nghien cflu triet 

hoc. Do chu trUdng cua dng t reng phUdng 

phap nghien cflu la t ien h a n h sd sanh cac 

tdn giad khac n h a u hoac nghien cflu lich 

sii cac tdn giad ndn tdn giad hpc cdn dfldc 

gpi la tdn giao hoc se sanh (Comparative 

Religion), hoac sfl hpc tdn giae (History of 

Religidn). Vdi tfl each la mdt mdn khoa hoc 

"mdi". thed each gpi qud'c te hda mdt mdn 

khoa hpc (them dudi - olog>' vae sau ten 

nganh). bdi vay ngfldi ta cd quyen suy 

ngam r ang tdn giae hpc le ra cd the gpi la 

religielegy, tuy nhien cho den nay chung 

ta chfla thay t hua t ngfl dd phd bien. ma 

chii yeu la cac thua t ngfl nhfl: "the 

scientific s tudy of religion", "the academic 

study of religion", "the study of religion, 

religious studies""". Trong dd Religious 

studies (Nghien cflu tdn giae) dfldc su 

dung phd bien nha t bien nay nhfl chung 

ta da tha'y, t reng tien tr inh hoan thien cua 

chuyen nganh nghien cflu theo xu hfldng 

md rdng nay. khai mem nay tfldng tbdng 

vdi "tdn giao hpc". Tuy nbien, kbacb quan 

ma ndi. t inh chat chu yeu nhat cua nganh 

tdn giae hoc tfl thdi ki Muller cho den nay 

van chfla tha t sfl cd dinh va xuyen sudt. 

Sau Muller, van de ndi ham va be thdng 

cau thanh tdn giae hoc cung gay ra khdng 

ft t ranh luan. chu yeu la tap t rung vao 

mdi quan he gifla tdn giao hoc vdi than 

hpc va triet hpc. Vi du, Wilhelm Schmidt 

chu trfldng tdn giae hoc bao bam ca than 

hpc va triet hpc, cdn hoc gia Nhat Ban 

Kishimote Hideo thi chii trUdng tach rieng 

ba linh viic dd, v.v... 

Trong bdi canh thdi dai va tinh hinh 

hpc thua t ve nghien cflu tdn giao d cudi 

the ki XIX. Muller tam chfla ban den mdi 

quan be gifla "khoa hoc" va "tdn giao", ma 

trflde bet dng mud'n nhan manh "thai do" 

(hay lap trfldng) va "phiidng phdp" khrja 

hoc t rdng nghien cflu tdn giad. Vay bam 

nghia "khda hpc" va bdi canh xuai bien 

ciia nd la nhfl the nao? Muller chi ra 

rang; moi ngiidi cdn viicft len lap tnidng 

7. Trucmg Chf Cirong. Hirdng ddn nghien ciru ton 
gido. Nxb Dai hoe Bac Kinh. 2005. ir. 228. 



24 Nghien ciiu Ton giao. So7 & 8 - 2009 

cua tin ngiidng (tin niem), tien hdnh 

nghien ciiu khdch quan, khdng thien vi ve 

cdc hien tiirMg tdn gido. Tdn ehi dd trflde 

bet nham vae chu nghia hp giao va lap 

trfldng tin ngfldng, la dpng Iflc de xay 

dflng met chuyen nganh nghien cflu ten 

giad dpc lap vdi t h i n hpc va triet hpc hay 

vdi met chii nghia nae khac. Nd cd mdi 

lien he trflc tiep vdi bdi canh lich sfl tfl 

tfldng dfldng thdi. Thdi dai cila Muller, 

thuyet Chau Au la trung tam va dao Kitd 

ehiem vi the thfldng phdng trong trad Iflu 

tfl tfldng cung nhfl tren chinh trfldng, 

viec nghien cflu tdn giae chii yeu tfl gdc 

dp th in hpc va mang nang tfl tfldng hd 

giad, tad nen sfl ngd nhan ciia Phfldng 

Tay ddi vdi tdn giad cua minh va vdi van 

hda ngoai Phfldng Tay. Bdi vay, muc dich 

cua dng trflde het la chu y nghien cflu tat 

ca cac tdn giad, dac biet la cac ten giad 

Phfldng Ddng - vdn dfldc cdi la xa la trdng 

ngfl canh Phfldng Tay. Phfldng phap va 

thai dp nhien cflu c in thoat ra khdi cai 

khudn khd ed' hflu cua t h in hpc Kitd giae. 

De lam dfldc dieu dd bean toan khdng 

ddn gian, Muller cflng Ifldng trflde sfl del 

mat vdi "nhflng ke phan ddi ngean cd '̂: 

"Hp se phii nhan quan diem ciia chung ta 

- nghien cflu tdn giao bang thai dp khea 

hpc... Tdi tham chi cdn dfl kien dfldc r ing 

gifla quan diem cua minh va nhflng tin 

niem truyen thd'ng va nhflng thien kien 

dang thinh hanh se nd ra xung ddt kich 

liet; Deng thdi, tdi cam thay treng Idng 

rat vflng tin, bdi vi tdi khdng heai nghi 

nhflng ke phan del kia la thanh thflc 

chan chinh, nhiet thanh yeu chan li, 

nhflng bp se kien nhan lang nghe tdi 

trinh bay cac li de met each cdng bang"*®'. 

Viec trinh bay cac li de nhim "bien hp" 

cho khea hpc ve tdn giae dfldc Muller the 

hien trong ca bd'n bai thuyet giang, vdi 

mdt thai dp va ngdn ngfl het sflc dn hda -

cd le la dd dng trfldng thanh trdng mdi 

trfldng duy tam chii nghia mang mau sac 

lang man cua nfldc Dflc'^'. Chd du nhfl 

dng ndi d tren, nhflng ngfldi l ing nghe 

dng hdan toan khdng phai la nhflng ngUdi 

binh thudng, gifla hp vdi nhau va vdi 

khda hpe dang hi ngan each bdi met bflc 

tfldng kien cd'; 

"Thdi dai cua chiing ta, vfla khdng mao 
pham phai Hflu, vfla khdng mao pham 
phai Ta ma ban luan dfldc tdn giac thi 
g in nhfl la dieu khdng the. Bdi vi, ddi vdi 
mdt sd' ngfldi, tdn giao qua thieng lieng, 
khdng the nhin nhan bang khoa hpe; ddi 
vdi met sd' ngfldi khae, tdn giae cflng 
gid'ng nhfl thuat luyen kim va chiem tinb 
Trung the ki, chang qua la thfl dfldc tae 
nen bdi me l im va ao tudng, khdng dang 
dupe khda hpe ehu y"""'. 

Muller cci tdn giac la mdt chil de 
thieng, chd du d hinh thflc nae cung nen 
dfldc mpi ngfldi tdn trpng, quan tam, 
nhflng dieu quan trpng la khdng dfldc 
thda hiep. Vdi tinh t h i n phan ddi tinh 
ddc tdn cila Kitd giao, khai niem "tdn 
giad" cua dng dfldng nhien khdng de ehi 
"ten giao Kitd", ma la "bet thay cac tdn 
giao dang tdn tai". C in phai coi tat ca cac 
tdn giae deu binh dang nhU nhau, tien 
hanh nghien cflu se sanh mot each trung 
lap, dd la ed sd eua ten giao hpc. Ong ndi; 
"Chung ta la nhflng ngfldi nghien cflu tdn 
giae hpc, chung ta heat ddng treng canh 
gidi tfldng ddi cae, tfldng ddi tinh lang. 
Chung ta nghien cflu nhflng sai l im (tflc 

8. Friedrich Max Muller. Ddn ludn tdn gido hpc. tr. 5. 
9. E. J. Sharpe. Comparative Religion: A History, 
1975, pg. 56. Ban dieh Trung van cua La Dai Cat. Ha 
Quang Dp... Nxb Nhan dan Tliuang Hai, 1998. 
10. Friedrich Max Muller. Ddn ludn ton gido hoc. u. 5. 
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la nhflng lap trfldng ddi lap, xung dot 

nbau ve tdn giae, nhflng me tin, v.v...), 

gidng nhfl bac si nghien cflu ve benh tat . 

Hp tim ra can nguyen cdn benh de tim ra 

phfldng phap tri benh . . . Nghien cflu tdn 

giad la c i n t im h ieu tdn giae la gi, nd cd 

cd sd nad t rong l inh hdn eua con ngfldi, nd 

tuan thu theo quy luat nae t rdng tien 

tr inh lich sfl lau dai cua nd. De di den 

muc dich dd, ddi vdi ngfldi nghien cflu tdn 

giad, nghien cflu nhflng sai l i m cd khi 

cdn hflu hieu hdn la nghien cflu ve tdn 

giad ma anh ta che la tdn giao chan 

chfnh; Bat ke la quan niem chiem t inb La 

Ma Co dai bay la nhflng ngfldi t b i y cung 

La Ma dpi k h a n che ma t giae tiep vdi 

t h i n linh, deu la nhflng cbil de nghien 

cflu thu vi""". Danh gia cao chil trfldng 

"dung cam" cua Muller, nha nhan leai 

hpc trfl danh Edward Evan Evans 

Pri tchard vad nam 1965 da viet: "Cac nha 

t h i n bee, cac nha sii hpc va cac nha 

nghien cflu tdn giae khac thfldng bd qua 

cac tdn giao nguyen thiiy vi che rang gia 

tri ciia nd qua nhd be, nhd lai hang t ram 

nam trflde Muller da dau t r a n h vdi the 

Iflc ngean cd' de k h a n g dinh t inh quan 

trpng ciia tdn giae va ngdn ngfl ciia Trung 

Qud'c va An Dp t rong viec If giai cac tdn 

giae va ngdn ngfl thdng thfldng, tdi lay 

lain ne phuc""^'. 

Nhfl vay, muc dfch ciia chii trfldng hpc 

thuat mang tfnh khda hpc cua Muller 

cung mang tfnh thdi dai: n h i m vad thai dp 

bai ngdai vd'n dfldc tae nen bdi phep nhi 

phan ten giae mac khai va tdn giac tfl 

nhien ddi vdi nhflng tdn giad ngdai Kitd 

giao. 6 Muller. "khoa hpc" ddng nghia vdi 

phfldng phap nghien cflu cd dac trflng 

cdng b i n g va cdi md. Thee dng, thdng 

thfldng thi khdng the da t ra mdt gia thiet 

t rung lap gifla hai quan niem tdn giao 

xung dot nhau. Chung ta cd nghia vu 

phan khang lai nhflng banh vi phi bang 

tdn giao, cflng can phan ddi viec me tin va 

g i i tae dang gam nham tin ngfldng va dao 

dfle. Nhflng, vdi mdt nha khoa hpc tdn 

giao ma ndi, "chung ta can tien vao mdt 

pham VI cad thfldng hdn, dn hda hdn". 

Cd the ndi met each t r inh trpng rang, 

da sd nhflng "ldi giang" tam buyet t reng 

sach nay dng danh cho "chung ta" - dai tfl 

ma Muller thfldng xuyen sil dung trong 

tac p h i m cila dng. Theo nha tdn giae hpc 

Trung Qud'c Trfldng Cbi Cfldng. met 

t reng hai dung y ciia tfl chung ta la chi 

"bao gdm ta t c i nhflng ngfldi cd nhan 

thflc ve tdn giae, bat ke la chuyen gia hay 

hpc gia binh thfldng, la ngfldi tin thee 

hoac khdng tin theo tdn giao, cac y kien 

k b i n g dinh (ciia chung ta) cung bao ham 

ca thai dp phe phan""'". 

- Thuyet minh sii khdc nhau ve tinh 

chdt cua ho mdn nghien ciiu khoa hoc ve 

tdn gido vr'fi thdn hoc ton gido. 

Trflde dd, cho du Chau Au rd len trao 

Iflu tfl tfldng vd t h i n luan va Khai sang, 

thi nhflng nghien cflu tdn giae van thuoc 

ve pham t ru tr iet hpc. Theo truyen thdng, 

nghien cflu tdn giae cu the (Kitd giao) 

thude lanh dia ciia gidi t h i n hpc Kitd giao 

ma khdng cd dfldc dia vi dpc lap. Bdi vay, 

Muller chil trfldng nghien cflu khoa hoc 

ve tdn giae t h o a t li khdi a n h hfldng cua 

11. Friedrich Max Muller. Ddn ludn ton gido hoc. tr.7. 
12. Edward Evan Evans Pritehard. Li ludn tdn gido 
ngiiven thiiy (1965). ban dich Trung van eiia Ton 
Thuong Duong, (I^ ^ ^ ft S ife) 'ITiirong vu .-Xn 
thu quan, 2001. Lc'fi ddn. tr.2. 
13. Trucmg Chf Circmg. Nghien ciru triet hoc ton i;ido 
- Quan niem dilifng dai. vdn di- mdu dint va phe 
phdn phirang phdp ludn Dai hoc Nh;in dan Trung 
Quoe, 2003, tr. 11. 
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triet hpc va t h in hpc. Ong xua't than la 

nha ngdn ngfl hpc, nen b ing cen dfldng sd 

sanh ngdn ngfl, tien hanh phan loai va so 

sanh cac tdn giae, tim ra ngudn gd'c va 

ban chat cua tdn giae. Ong phan ddi quan 

mem eua t h in hpe cho tdn giae la linh 

vflc thieng, khdng the tiep can xil H bing 

khea hpc, cung nhfl phan del viec coi Kitd 

giac la tdn giad cad nhat. Chi khi thoat ra 

khdi sfl cau thue cila tin ngfldng chii 

nghia (dfle tin tdn giae), tdn giad hpc mdi 

dfch thflc di vao con dfldng phat trien ddc 

lap. Chf ed leai bd be phai ehu nghia, thi 

nhan quan ciia ngfldi nghien cflu tdn giac 

mdi khdng chi dflng lai d Kitd giad, ma 

md rdng ra ddi vdi het thay cac tdn giao 

khac tren the gidi. Muller nhan manh: 

cang tim hieu nhieu. If giai nhieu ve chan 

li cdn tang an treng cac tdn giae hi miet 

thi tren toan the gidi, thi Kitd giao chan 

chinh cang trd nen vi dai. Nhflng. trfl khi 

ap dung mdt tieu chuan danh gia cdng 

mmh chinh dai del vdi tat ea tdn giae, 

neu khdng thi ai cung khdng the dfla ra 

phan doan thanh thflc, bat cfl tdn giae 

nao cung khdng nen yeu ciu dfldc dai ngd 

dac biet, Kitd giae cang khdng nen"^'. 

De phan biet ranh gidi gifla t h in hpc 

va tdn giad hpc, Muller khang dinh; "tdn 

giad hpc khdng phai la t h in hpc, ma la 

"nhan hpc""^'. Vdi dng, khai niem "tdn 

giad" mang hai ham nghia, thfl nhat: chi 

cac tdn giae truyen thd'ng, nhfl Dd Thai 

giad, Kitd giad. An Dp giao, Phat giao, 

v.v...; thfl hai; la tin ngfldng thien bam 

ciia cen ngfldi; 

"Gid'ng nhfl cai trdi phu cua ldi ndi 

khdng lien quan den bat cfl thfl ngdn ngfl 

nae da tflng hinh thanh treng lich sil, cen 

ngfldi cdn cd met leai tin ngfldng thien 

bam khdng lien quan den bat cfl tdn giae 

nae hinh thanh treng lich sil. Neu ndi cai 

phan biet cen ngfldi vdi dpng vat cbinh la 

tdn giae, thi tdn giao ma chung ta ndi den 

khdng ph i i la tdn giao ciia tin dd Kitd, 

heac tdn giae eiia ngfldi Do Thai, ma la 

mdt nang liie heac khuynh hUdng tam li, 

nd khdng quan he gi vdi cam giac va If 

tfnh, nhUng khien ngUdi ta cam thay cd 

sii tdn tai cua "cai vd ban (the Infinte)", 

tflc la "than" mang cae danh xflng va 

hinh tflpng khac nhau. Khdng cd Idai 

nang liic cila tin ngfldng dd, thi khdng cd 

tdn giad, ngay ca sfl sung bai ngau tfldng 

va sflng bai ddng vat cap tha'p cung 

khdng the ed. Chi c in chung ta kien nhan 

lang nghe, thi trcng bat cfl tdn giad nad 

cung deu ed the nghe dfldc tieng ngam 

nga cua linh hen, cung chinh la mud'n 

nhan thflc ma khdng the nhan thflc dfldc, 

mudn ndi ra ma khdng the ndi ra dfldc, dd 

chinh la met khat vpng ddi vdi cai vd ban, 

met tinh yeu del vdi Thfldng De"'̂ '̂ '. ,̂,,'j 

Ton giad, nhfl Muller ndi d tren, cd hai 

ham nghia, bdi vay dng chd rang tdn giad 

hpc cd hai bd phan; thfl nhat la "thin hpc 

so sanh" (Comparative Theology), giai 

thich ve cac hinh thai lich sii ciia tdn 

giao; thfl hai la "than hpc li luan" 

(Theoretic Theology), giai thfch dieu kien 

hinh thanh cac tdn giae, bat ke la d hinh 

thflc thap hay cac cap"'". Ve "thin hpc H 

luan", Muller giai thich tfl gdc dp triet 

hpc la; "ne'u cd mot loai triet hpc chuyen 

khae cflu tri thiic cam gidc cila cen ngfldi. 

14. Friedrich Max Muller. Ddn ludn ton gido hoc. 
tr.20. 21. 
15. Can phan biet khai niem "Nhan hpe" cua Muller 
vai khai niem "Nhan hpe" ma a Viet Nam hien nay 
dang sir dung di ehi nganh Nhan loai hoe-
Anthropology. 
16. Friedrich Max Muller. Ddn ludn tdn guio hpc, 
tr.11-12. 
17. Friedrich Max Muller. Ddn ludn ton gido hpc. tr. 13. 
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mdt Idai triet hpc khac thi khae cflu tri 

thUc li tinh cila cen ngfldi, vay thi nen cd 

Idai triet hpc thfl ba de khao cflu locii 

thien hdm thii ba cua con ngiidi - loai 

thien bam ve nhan thflc vd ban (thin)". 

Tfl sfl If giai dd cd the thay, che du nhflng 

gidi ban bdi bdi canh van hda, truyen 

thdng hpc thuat va tin ngfldng ca nhan, 

nhflng Muller van dung tfl "thin hoc" de 

bieu ta hai bd phan ca'u thanh cua tdn 

giad hpe; thfl nha't; " thin hpc sd sanh" la 

cbi "sil hpe tdn giad", sil dung phfldng 

phap so sanh, coi cac leai tdn giad la ddi 

tfldng nghien cflu, nd khdng gid'ng vdi 

thin hpc; thfl hai; "thin hpc li luan" chi 

"nguyen If tdn giad hpc", lay suy tfl triet 

bee lam chii dae de giai thich ban tfnh 

cen ngfldi, ve thflc chat day ehinh la triet 

bee tdn giad, hien nhien cung khac vdi 

th in hpc. Thin hpc la bp mdn ve Thin, 

cai ma Muller de xfldng chinh la bd mdn 

"nhan hpc""^'. Nghien cflu cae tdn giao 

tflng tdn tai treng lich sil la de nghien 

cflu cac tdn giae dd the nghiem cai "vd 

ban" dd nhfl the nao, tfl dd di sau nghien 

cflu ban chat tdn giao, ban chat con 

ngfldi. Bat cfl tdn giad cung cd tfl each la 

ddi tfldng ciia nghien cflu khea hpc, giup 

chung ta tiep can dfldc ban tinh cua ton 

giad, ban tfnh cila cen ngfldi va ban tinh 

cila tfl tfldng nhan Idai. Mpi tdn giad deu 

la bieu hien cua nhan tfnh, binh dang 

treng nghien cflu. "Met tdn giae, bat ke 

nd cd the khdng hoan thien, au tri, thi nd 

vin ludn dat linh hdn cua cen ngfldi 

trflde mat Thfldng De, nd ludn dai dien 

cho li tfldng hoan thien nhat ma hnh hdn 

loai ngfldi ngay luc dd cd the dat tdi heac 

nim b i t dfldc""®'. Bdi vay, nghien cflu 

khea hpc ve tdn giad, tflc la nghien cflu 

ve Cdn ngfldi. 

- De xuat phiicfng phdp nghien ciiu tdn 

gido 

Ddng gdp cua Muller cdn dfldc ghi 
nhan d viec dng de xuat phfldng phap cd 
ban trong nghien cflu khoa hpc ve tdn 
giao, dd la phfldng phap sd sanh. Nd la he 
qua tat yeu cila met Id trinh khea hpc cila 
dng. Phfldng phap th in thoai hpc so sanh 
va ngdn ngfl hpc se sanh ma dng flng 
dung lai dat cd sd cho li luan va phfldng 
phap cua tdn giae hpc sd sanh. bdi vay cac 
nha tdn giao hpc Dfle, Anh, My ban diu 
quen gpi nganh khoa hpc mdi me - tdn 
giae hpc la tdn giao hpc se sanh'^'". Del 
tfldng nghien cflu cila tdn giae hpc la cac 
tdn giao, bad gdm ca Kitd giad trdng dd. 
Thai dp cila ngfldi nghien cflu la khdng 
thien vi, bdi vay "sd sanh" la phfldng 
phap nghien cflu quan trpng nhat cua tdn 
giad hpc. Bdi vi ne'u mdt ngfldi chi biet ve 
met tdn giae, coi nd la sfl thieng lieng cbi 
cae vd thfldng, dfldng nhien ngfldi dd 
nghien cflu ve tdn giae ma khdng cd kbda 
hpc. Van dung cau each ngdn cila Geethe 
- vd'n dfldc flng dung chd ngdn ngfl hoc se 
sanh: "ngfldi chi biet met ngdn ngfl, ki 
thflc anh ta ching biet gi ve ngdn ngfl" 
("He who knows one languages, knows 
none"), Muller che ring; "Van de cila tdn 
giae cung vay, ngfldi chi biet met tdn 
giad, ki thflc anh ta ching biet gi ve ten 
giae" (nguyen van; He who knows one. 
knows none). "Tdn giao" d day la mdt 
khai niem, ngeai dien cila nd bad bam cac 
hien tfldng tdn giad tdn tai tren the gidi. 
Che nen "ten giae hpc" vdi tfl each la met 
mdn khea hpc, nghien cflu ve ban chat 

18. Xem: Truang Chi' Cucmg. Nghien ciru met hoc 
tdn gido..., Sdd. 
19. Friedrich M;ix Muller. Ddn ludn ton gido hoc. tr. 263. 
20. Xem: Trae Tan Binh. Ly gidi tdn gido. Sdd. 
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cila tdn giae, mud'n lam dfldc nhfl vay, 

cin "tien hanh nghien cflu met each khea 

hpc ddi vdi cae tdn giae tren the gldi"'^''. 

Tuy nhien, mdi tdn giao deu cd "tinb flu 

viet" va "tinh bai ngoai", van de nay sinh 

khi ph in Idn cdng viec nghien cflu tdn 

giac lai da va dang de ngfldi dang tin 

ngfldng mdt tdn giad nad dd dam nhan, 

bdi vay, Muller de xuat y kien cua minh 

vdi ca mdt niem tin tfldng Idn lad: "Nen 

tien hanh sd sanh mdt each cdng tam, 

khda hpc chan cbinb ddi vdi ta't ca cac tdn 

giac, chf ft la ddi vdi cac tdn giac quan 

trpng nhat cua Idai ngfldi; tren cd sd dd 

kien lap tdn giae hpc, hien tai thi chi cdn 

la met van de ve thdi gian ma thdi"'""'. 

De tien hanh phfldng phap sd sanh, 

thee Muller, nen can cfl vao cac hinh thai 

lich sil cila cae tdn giae tren the gidi de 

tien hanh phan leai, tfl dd tim ra trat tfl 

va quy luat cua tdn giao. De lam dfldc 

dieu nay, c in tranh le thude vac lap 

trfldng cila tin ngfldng ca nhan, tflc la 

niem tin thai qua vao met tdn giae heac 

mdt chil nghia nae dd. Ong phan ddi each 

phan loai phd bien dfldng thdi, dd la dem 

cac tdn giac tren the gidi phan thanh "tdn 

giae chan chinh" va "tdn giao gia tae", hoac 

phan thanh "tdn giae mac khai" va "tdn 

giae tfl nhien". Bdi vi, each dd se dan den 

viee de cao met tdn giae nay va ha thap 

cac tdn giae khac, nhfl vay la khdng cd 

gia tri khea hpe. Ong chil trfldng phfldng 

phap phan Idai nhan hpc - ngdn ngfl, chd 

rang, vad sd ki cua leai ngfldi, ngdn ngfl 

va tdn giad gifla cac chiing tdc cd mdi quan 

he mat thiet. Vi du. Chau Au sd ki cd ba 

chung tdc cfl tru; ngfldi Turanian, ngfldi 

Semitic va ngfldi Aryan vdi ba loai ngfl he 

tfldng flng, sau dd ba chiing tdc din din 

phan thanh nhieu dan tdc vdi nhieu ngdn 

ngfl khac nhau. tin ngfldng tdn glad cua hp 

tfl dd cung mang cac dae trflng rieng eiia 

tiing dan tdc. Chung ta tien hanh nghien 

cflu se sanh ngdn ngfl, tdn giae, t h in thoai. 

thuat ngfl tdn giae (danh xflng th in hnh) 

ciia cac dan tdc, thi cd the tim thay ngudn 

gd'c chung cua tdn giae. 

"He who knows one, knows none" -

Cach ngdn cua Geethe chuyen hda thanh 

danh ngdn ciia Muller, cflng trd thanh 

mdt cau khau hieu tham thau vao tinh 

t h i n cua nha nghien cflu tdn giae hpc se 

sanh. Chinh cau ndi nay cung dfldc cdi 

nhfl mdt dinh nghia diy tfnh an du "tdn 

giao hpc la gi", cflng la met ket luan logic 

che chii trfldng thoat li khdi anh hfldng 

ciia dfle tin t h i n hpc dfldng thdi, md ra 

mdt dinh hfldng khoa hpc cho phUdng 

phap nghien cflu tdn giao, ddng thdi cung 

la met ddng Iflc de sau dd khdng lau hinh 

thanh nen eac phan nganh khac nhfl hien 

tfldng hpc tdn giae, xa hdi hpc tdn giae, 

tam If hpc tdn giae, nhan hpe tdn giae, 

v.v... Nhin mdt each tdng the, nd the hien 

met gia tri mang tinh lich sil treng tac 

pham Ddn ludn tdn gido hoc./. • '' ; * 

21. Fnedrieh Max Muller. Ddn ludn tdn gido hpc, tr. 4. 
22. Friedrich Max Muller. Ddn ludn ton gido ho. 
tr.l9. 
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