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VAI TRO CUA P H A T GIAO O 

VIET IVAM HIE]\ ] \AY 

NGUYEN KH.4C mJC 

P hat giao la mdt tdn giao the gidi, da 
du nhap, phat trien d nfldc ta tfl lau 

va cd anh hfldng tich cflc treng ddi sd'ng 
cua nhan dan tren nhieu linh vflc, nhfl 
dad dflc, ldi sd'ng, van hda, chinh tri, kien 
true,v.v... Vi the, tfl khi du nhap vao 
nfldc ta, Phat giao da phat trien tfldng ddi 
thuan lgi va ngay nay van tiep tuc phat 
trien. Bai viet nay phan tich vai trd cua 
Phat giad d Viet Nam tren mot so' phfldng 
dien chu yeu. 

1. Vai t ro ciia P h a t giao doi vdi 
dao duic 

Vai trd ciia Phat giao ddi vdi dad dflc 
the hien trfldc het la dinh hfldng. giae due 
con ngfldi theo nhflng chudn mflc. quy tdc 
dao dflc td't dep. Dieu nay phu hdp vdi 
mong mud'n ciia xa hgi Viet Nam trong 
viec xay dflng nen dao dflc mdi. 

Cd the ndi rdng. sd di Phat giao di vao 
long dan tgc Viet Nam may nghin nam 
qua va cho den nay vdn phat huy vai trd 
tich cue la bdi cac gia tri dao dflc tfl hi. hi 
xa. vd nga. vi tha... cua nd that sfl gan 
gui vdl gia tri nhan van truyen thd'ng 
thfldng ngfldi nhfl the thfldng than, nhan 
hau, vi tha cua ngfldi dan Viet Nam. Dao 
dflc Phat giao la dao dflc ciia ta'm long dai 
tfl. dai bi, la'y tinh thfldng bad la ddi vdi 
con ngfldi va ddi vdi mudn loai lam trong, 
lay viec cflu kho va diet kho eho con 
ngfldi la muc dich tdi cao'^'. 

Tfl bi, hi xa, cflu kho, cflu nan... la 
nhflng bg phan hdp thanh tfl tfldng va 
hanh vi dad dflc Phat giao. Nd cflng la 
nhflng bieu hien cao thfldng ve dao dflc 
trong dieu kien xa hgi nfldc ta hien nay 
khi ed che thi trfldng da "vd tinh" gdp 
phan lam phat trien chii nghia ca nhan. 
tinh bang quan va thdi ich ki d mdt so' 
ngfldi. 

Vdi phfldng cham "cflu met mang 
ngfldi hdn xay bay ngdi chfla". Dflc Phat 
ludn keu ggi tin do ciia minh hay hanh 
dao vi ldi ich cho qudn sinh. vi long 
thfldng tudng cho ddi, vi ldi ich, vi an lac 
cho chfl thien va cho loai ngfldi. 

Ngu gidi. Thap thien, Luc dd,... la 
nhflng gidi luat va nhflng chuan mflc 
hfldng cen ngfldi den vdi cai thien, tranh 
xa cai ac. Ngu gidi bao gom; khdng sat 
smh, khdng trgm cap, khdng ta dam. 
khdng ndi ddi, khdng ud'ng rfldu. Thap 
thien la khdng sat sinh. khdng trgm cap. 
khdng ta dam. khdng ndi ddi. khdng ndi 
ldi theu det. khdng ndi hai chieu, khdng 
ac khau, khdng tham lam, khdng thu 
ban, khdng si me. Nhflng dieu rdn day dd 
ciia Phat giao den nay van phfl hdp vdi 

*. ThS.. Hpc N'ldn Chfnh tri-Hanh chfnh Qudc gia Hd 
Chf Minh. 
1. Hoang Thi Lan. Gdp phdn tim hieu mdt sd vdn de 
ve dao due Phdt gido trong .\d hdi Viet Nam hien 
nay. Tap chi Nghien ciru Phat hpc. sd 2/1997. tr. 26. 
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nhflng gia tri dad dflc chung cua con 
n g f l d i . , M-.i . v j ; : i 

Luat nhan qua cua Phat giae ed lien 
quan tdi nghiep (Than nghiep, Khsiu 
nghiep, Y nghiep) ma sdi day ndi nguyen 
nhan vdi ke't qua it nhieu cd tinh cha't 
than bi, nhflng nd lai cd tinh hdp li nha't 
dinh. Nd cung cd tac dung trflc tiep la 
khuyen ngfldi ta lam thien. tranh ac, vi 
nhan nae qua a'y, d hien gap lanh, thien 
gia thien bad, ac gia ac bao'^'. 

Hdn nfla, nhflng tang ni, Phat tii, vdi 
ldi sd'ng gian di, gan gui, khiem ton, vi 
tha, la nhflng ta'm gfldng sang ve dae dflc, 
pham hanh, dfldc ddng dad ngfldi dan 
trong xa hdi kinh trgng va noi theo. Dieu 
dd cd tac dung tich cflc trong viec giao due 
dao dflc xa hdi. ,{ , , ,. ,, ,, ,, , , . 

Nhfl vay, gid'ng nhfl nhieu tdn giao 
khac, Phat giao khuyen con ngfldi, tin do 
lam lanh, lanh dfl, tich dflc, hanh thien, 
yeu ngfldi, cho ngfldi ddi dn, chd ke khat 
u d n g . ( • ' A . ; . i , ; ,. } 

Lien quan tdi van de nay, Chu tich Ho 
Chi Mmh nhan dinh; Dflc Phat la dai tfl 
dai bi, cflu khd cflu nan. 

Giao sfl Tran Vdn Giau tflng ndi: "Tdi 
mud'n cflng cae ban tuyen dfldng, nha't la 
trong hoan canh lich sii hien gid khi khdi 
Ilia chien tranh ndi len tren 50 xfl the gidi 
vdi oan thu dan tdc va tdn giao ngat trdi, 
tdi mud'n cflng cae ban tuyen dfldng cac 
dad dflc cua Phat giad ma Nitsd ca nggi 
met each cam ddng: chd'ng tfl tfldng phuc 
thfl, chd'ng tfl tfldng dan ghet, chd'ng hdn 
hgc. 0 day dao dflc Phat giao td ra dep 
qua. ngfldi qua, Phat qua"'". 

Hda thfldng Thich Minh Chau chd 
rdng: "Dao dflc Phat giao cd kha nang 
giup cai thien cudc sd'ng ciia con ngfldi 
hien tai va xa hgi hien tai"'^'. 

Trong thdi gian vfla qua, Giad hgi 
Phat giao Viet Nam da tien hanh nhieu 

boat ddng thiet thflc ddng gdp vai trd cua 
minh ddi vdi xa hgi, nhfl cflu trd dong bao 
gap thien tai, lfl lut, nudi day tre mo cdi 
khdng ndi nfldng tfla, va nhieu boat dgng 
tfl thien nhan dao khac vdi gia tri bdng 
tram ti ddng, hang nghin tan gao. Theo 
Giao hgi Phat giao Viet Nam. hien nay, 
trong toan qud'c cd 25 Tue Tinh Dfldng, 
655 phdng chan tri y hgc dan tdc dang 
boat ddng hieu qua, kham va phat thudc 
tri gia tren 23 ti dong; ca nfldc cd 165 ldp 
hgc tinh thfldng, 16 cd sd nudi day tre 
mau giao ban trfl, nudi tre em md cdi, 
khuyet tat. Trong 25 ndm qua, Giao hgi 
da lam cdng tac tfl thien vdi tri gia tren 
700 ti ddng va nhieu nhu yeu pham 
khac'"'. 

2. Vai t r o ciia P h a t giao doi vdfi 
van hoa d a n toe 

Trai qua tren 2000 ndm du nhap va 
tdn tai, Phat giao da dn sau, ben re trong 
tam thflc cua nhan dan ta. vi vay nd da 
anh hfldng kha sau sdc den nen vdn hoa 
dan t(3c, dac biet tren cac linh vflc sinh 
boat tin ngfldng, nghe thuat, kien true, 
dieu khacv.v... 

Hien nay, hdn bad gid het, cac ngdi 
chfla van phat huy dflgc vai trd tich cflc 
cua minh trong viec dap flng nhu cau tin 
ngfldng, vdn boa tmh than cua nhan dan, 
Trong dd cd nhieu ngdi chua hay quan 
the di tich Phat giao da trd thanh nhflng 
t rung tam vdn hda vflng, dap flng nhu 

2. Nguydn Tai Thu (chii bidn). Anh huchig ciia cdc he tu 
tudng vd tdn gido ddi vdi con ngifdi Viet Nam hien nay. 
Nxb Chfnh tri Qud'c gia. Hi Ndi 1997. tr.230-233. 
3. Trin Van Giau. Dao due Plujt gido trong thdi hien 
dai. trong: Dao dii'c Phdt gido trong thai hicii dai. 
Thanh phd Hd Chf Minh 1993, tr. 247. 
4. Thfch Minh Chau. Dien vdn khai mac Hdi nghi 
dao due Phdt gido trong thai hien dai. trong: Dao 
due Phdt gido trong thai hien dai. Thanh phd Hd Chf 
Minh 1993. tr.l. 
5. Giao hdi Phat giao Viet Nam. Bdo cdo thdnh qua 
25 nam hoat ddng ciia Gido hdi Phdt gido \ 'let Nam. 
thing 10/2006. 
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cau tin ngfldng, tham quan vang canh 
ciia nhan dan ca nfldc va du khach nfldc 
ngdai, nhfl khu di tich danh thdng chfla 
Hfldng, khu di tich danh thdng Yen Tii. 
Thien vien Tay Thien, eac ngdi chfla 
Khmer,v.v... ,- ?,_,,- -.-,,.r,, •;.•.('],• ri 

Trong nhan dan van lflu truyen cau ndi 
"Tre VUI nha, gia vui chua". Nhflng ngay 
nay lai khac, trong nhflng ngay le hgi, sdc, 
vgng cd ra't ddng ngfldi di le chfla thudc 
hau het cac Ifla tuoi, dac biet la tang ldp 
thanh nien. Day la mot bieu hien dang 
mflng. Dieu nay ed tac dung giao due to 
Idn, bdi vi den vdi ngdi chua la den vdi 
khdng gian tam linh tdn nghiem, thanh 
kinh, tfl dd mdi ngfldi deu tim tha'y che 
minh nhflng nhu eau tmh thdn can thiet. 
Dei vdi the he tre, day thflc sfl la cd hdi td't 
de hg gin gifl mdt hinh thflc smh boat van 
hoa td't dep cua cha dng, gdp phdn vao viec 
gifl gin ban sac vdn hoa Viet Nam, dieu 
ma chung ta van thfldng Id lang trong bdi 
canh toan cau hoa hien nay. 

Vdi mdt he thd'ng chfla thap d hau 
khap cae dia phfldng trong ea nfldc, tfl 
Bdc vao Nam, tfl thanh thi den ndng 
thdn, Phat giao da trd thanh mot bd phan 
khdng the thieu cua nen van hoa Viet 
Nam. That khd hinh dung ndi nen vdn 
hea ciia chflng ta se nhfl the nae neu 
thieu di nhflng ngdi chua Phat giao. Nd 
lam giau, lam dep, lam phong phu them 
nghe thuat kien true va dieu khdc cua 
dan tgc ta. Theo sd'lieu ciia Giao hgi Phat 
giao Viet Nam, hien nay ea nfldc cd 
13.775 tfl vien, bao gom: 11.432 cua Phat 
giao Bdc Tdng (trong dd 76 tfl vien Phat 
giao ngfldi Hoa), 517 ciia Phat giao Nam 
Tdng, 361 tinh xa, 467 tinh that, 998 
Niem Phat dfldng. Trong so' dd ed hdn 400 
tfl vien da dflde Nha nfldc cdng nhan la Di 
tich Lich sii Qud'c gia'* '̂. 

Chua Viet Nam ed nhflng dac diem 
chung, dong thdi cung rat da dang ve 

kien true, dieu khdc. Chua Viet md phdng 
chfla hang An Do nen hinh thanh kien 
true chudi v6 rat pho bien trong cae chua 
lang. Vdn md hinh mot hang da nhfl d 
Ajanta (An Do) gom ed mdt tien dfldng va 
mot hau cung dat bieu tfldng Phat va mot 
so' tang phdng vay quanh: chuyen sang 
kien true gd nha d thi gian nha ba gian 
dfldc ndi them mot chudi v6, cac thien 
phdng thanh nhflng hanh lang va nha To. 

Ve sau, Phat dien md rdng thanh kien 
true chfl Cong (chua Dau, Bac Ninh). Neu cd 
tfldng vay quanh thi kien true thanh dang 
ndi cdng ngoai qudc (chua Lang, Ha Ndi). 

Cae ngdi chfla Khmer d Mien Nam co 
hinh tfl giac nhieu tang bac, chi thd mot 
tfldng Thich Ca va trang tri nhieu bich 
hoa ke ve lieh sii tu hanh ciia Phat To. 
Tren cac them bae ed nhflng thap vay 
quanh va mot ciia cong rat dac sac vdi hai 
apxara hai ben gdc (chfla Xvay Ton, An 
Giang) lam ngfldi ta lien tfldng den cong 
thap Sanchi ndi tieng eiia An Do. 

Chua d vung Hue dflde xay dflng dfl(ii 
thdi Nguyen, ben canh cae hfldng tfl cdn 
la nhflng qud'c tfl va quan tfl nhfl Thien 
Mu, Thanh Duyen, Giae Hoang, Dieu 
De,... Nhflng ngdi chfla nay pha net kien 
trflc cung dinh. 

Loai hinh kien true thap cflng rat 
phong phfl. Cac Phat tii cung nhfl nhan 
dan deu biet den ten tud'i eiia thap Bao 
Thien vdi vgi, thap Sung Thien Dien Linh 
gan vdi ta'm bia ve mua roi, chua thap 
Chfldng Sdn vdi net kien true dac trflng 
cua hai tay vin vu nfl tac theo tfl the 
tribhanga mang da'u an Cham ro ret*''. 

6. Giao hdi Phat giao Viet Nam. Bdo cdo thdnh qua 
25 ndm hoat ddng ciia Gido hpi Phdt gido Viet Nam. 
thing 10 - 2006. 
7. Ld Dure Hanh. Mat vdi ddng gdp ciia Phdt gido ddi 
vdi vdn hod Viet Nam. Tap chf Nghidn ciiru Tdn giao. 
sd 5/2005. tr.22. 
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Trong cac chfla cdn phai ndi den mdt 
sd Ifldng ra't Idn tfldng P h a t ed gia tri ve 
nghe t h u a t dieu khac, t rong dd cd nhflng 
phd tfldng dep noi tieng, nhfl tfldng A Di 
Da (chfla P h a t Tich), tfldng Tuyet Sdn 
(chfla Tay Phfldng), tfldng Quan The Am 
Thien Thd Thien N h a n (chfla M l Sd va 
chfla But Thap), bd tfldng La H a n (chfla 
Tay Phfldng)*"". 

Dac biet, cac chfla Khmer da pha t huy 
td't vai trd cua minh trong viee dap flng 
nhu eau tin ngfldng, tdn giao cua dong 
bao Khmer. Hdn nfla, d nhieu dia 
phfldng, cac ngdi chua Khmer da va dang 
thflc sfl la nhflng " t rung t am van boa" 
cua cdng ddng. • !.,ii ,-;;'•!; i , . , 

O Mien Trung va Mien Nam, nhieu 
chua hinh t h a n h cac ban vdn nghe Pha t 
giao, vdi nhflng tay dan gidi, gigng ha t 
hay, each bieu dien sinh ddng phuc vu 
tdng ni, Pha t tii t rong nhflng ngay le Idn 
nhfl Pha t dan, Vu lan bao hieu, Thanh 
dao...<«' ' 

Cac an pham Pha t giao nhfl Tap chi 
Van hoa Pha t giao, Bao Giae Ngd, Tap 
chi Nghien cflu Pha t hgc, Tap chi Khudng 
Viet va hang t rdm ddu sach vdi so' Ifldng 
hang trieu ban la nhflng ddng gdp tich 
cflc cua Pha t giao ddi vdi vdn boa dan tgc. 

Cd the tha'y rang, Pha t giao da mang 
den cho ngfldi Viet nhflng ngdi chfla cd 
kinh, nhflng pho tfldng be the rai khdp 
xdm lang; da dfla den nhflng t rung tam 
van boa lang sdi ddng. Ddng thdi, nd cung 
mang den cho ngfldi dan mdt ddi sd'ng tam 
hnh sau dam tfl khi du nhap den nay. 

3. Vai tro c i ia P h a t g iao doi vdi 

ch inh tri tfl ttfdfng '' ' ' '*" 

Trong lich sii, P h a t giao da tflng cd vai 

trd quan trgng t ren linh vflc chinh tri tfl 

tfldng d nfldc ta. dac biet t rong cac tr ieu 

dai phong kien Ly. Tran . Theo cac nha 

nghien cflu, t rong cae t r ieu dai nay, Pha t 

giao dfldc xem nhfl la "qudc giao" va da cd 

ddng gdp ra't tich cflc t rong cdng viec lanh 

dao va quan li da't nfldc cua cac vi vua. 

Tiep theo dd, t rong qua t r inh da'u 
t r a n h giai phdng dan tgc cua nfldc nha, 
Pha t giao ludn ung hg dfldng ldi chinh 
sach giai phdng dan tdc cua Dang va Nha 
nfldc ta, cd nhflng boat ddng eu the ddng 
gdp cho each mang. Ddng dao cac nha sU 
va P ha t tii da t h a m gia each mang, trong 
dd nhieu ngfldi da hi sinh anh dung vi 
nen dee lap ciia dan tgc. Cac chua Pha t 
giao trd t h a n h ndi nudi dfldng, che giau 
can bg de phuc vu cho each mang. 

Ke tfl sau Dai hgi thdng nha't Pha t 
giao Viet Nam (ndm 1981) den nay, hdn 
bad gid bet, P h a t giao tiep tuc cd nhflng 
boat dgng th ie t thflc ddng gdp cho da't 
nfldc t ren linh vflc chinh tri tfl tfldng va 
ludn ludn ddng h a n h cung dan tgc. 
Phfldng cham h a n h dad cua Giac hgi 
Pha t giad Viet Nam la "Dao phap - Dan 
tgc - Chu nghia xa hoi". Hdn nfla, trong 
thflc te, cac tdng m, P ha t tii gfldng mau 
t rdng viec thflc hien dfldng ldi, chinh sach 
cua Dang va Nha nfldc, sd'ng td't ddi, dep 
dao. Nhieu vi chflc sdc Pha t giao tham 
gia Qudc hgi, Mat t r an Td qud'c va da cd 
nhflng y kien ddng gdp hieu qua cho 
Dang va Nha nfldc. Dac biet, Pha t giao da 
ludn tich cflc t rong viec da'u t r anh chdng 
lai nhflng boat dgng ldi dung tdn giao pha 
hoai each m a n g nfldc ta cua cac the lflc 
thfl dich, vach rd am mflu tham dgc cua 
chflng, qua dd bao ve chinh sach dan tdc, 
tdn giao dflng ddn cua Dang va Nha nfldc 
ta, gdp phan vao sfl on dinh, pha t t n e n 
ciia da't nfldc. 

'" Viec Nha nfldc ta chinh thflc ddng cai 

to chflc Dai l i P h a t d a n Lien Hdp qud'c 

8. Nguydn Hong Duong. Tdn gido trong mdi quan he 
vdn hod vd phdt trien a \ 'iet Nam. Nxb Khoa lipc Xa 
hdi. Ha Ndi 2004, tr. 82-88 va 92. 
9. Nguydn Hdng Duang. Sdd. tr. 112-113. 
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(Vesak) ndm 2008 tai Viet Nam la sfl 
danh gia dung mflc nhflng gia tri tien bg 
ciia Phat giao va vai trd cua nd d nfldc ta, 
qua dd mdng mud'n Phat giao tiep ttic cd 
nhflng dieu kien thuan ldi de phat trien. 

4. Mot so van de dat ra doi vdi 
Phat giao Viet Nam hien nay 

Lgi dung Phat gido de hoat dgng 
me tin 

Viec ldi dung Phat giao de thflc hien 
nhflng hanh vi me tin la mdt"thfle te dang 
dien ra hien nay va gay bflc xuc treng dfl 
luan xa hgi. Bieu hien cua nd rat da 
dang, phong phu, nhfl tinh trang dot 
vang ma mdt each thai qua, cung sao giai 
ban. bdi toan, hay budn ban sach cd ngi 
dung me tin. Chang ban. vdi li luan "tran 
sao am vay", viec dot vang ma trong thdi 
gian gan day dang bi lam dung tren 
pham vi ca nfldc trong nhflng dip Id tet, 
hdi he, gid chap, sdc vgng,... Trong nhflng 
ngdy dd, dd ma dfldc dot rat nhieu d cac 
chfla, Cac dai bad dfla ra cdn so' khien 
chung ta phai giat minh khi hdng nam 
nhan dan ta dd't di so' Ifldng dd ma tfldng 
dfldng hang nghin ti dong. Hanh dgng dd 
rd rang la lang phi va me tin'^°'. 

Loi dung Phdt gido vdo muc dich 
chinh tri 

Hdn bad gid het, hien nay, cac the lflc 
thfl dich ludn ludn tim each ldi dung va'n 
de tdn giao, trong dd cd Phat giao de pha 
hoai each mang nfldc ta. Hoat dgng cua 
chung ngay cang tmh vi va xao quyet. Nd 
bieu hien nhfl tuyen truyen phan dgng, 
xuyen tac dfldng ldi chinh sach dan tgc, 
tdn giao cua Dang va Nha nfldc ta, tu tap 
ddng ngfldi, kich dgng ngfldi dan bieu 
tinh gay nen tinh trang mat trat tfl ve an 
nmh xa hdi, hay qud'c te hoa mot sd van 
de eon ton tai eiia Phat giao Viet Nam, ... 

Thang 8 ndm 2007, Thich Quang Do*"' 
va dong bgn da tao ra mot vu viec gay 

anh hfldng tieu cflc trong xa hdi va ba't 
binh trong gidi tang ni, Phat tii ca nfldc, 
khi hg ldi dung nhflng ngfldi khieu kien. 
tu tap ddng ngfldi de gay rdi va tuyen 
truyen phan dgng chd'ng Dang va Nha 
nfldc tai Ha Ndi va Thanh phd' Ho Chi 
Minh. 

Su sa silt pham hanh cua mot so 
tdng ni 

Nhin chung, da so' tang ni Viet Nam 
deu la nhflng vi chan tu, cd ldi sd'ng dao 
dflc tot dep, la nhflng ta'm gfldng sang cho 
cac tin dd Phat giao va nhan dan hgc tap. 
Tuy nhien, hien nay cd mot bo phan tang 
ni hi sa sut pham hanh, gay bflc xuc 
trong dfl luan. Tinh trang mot so' sfl 
pham gidi (an thit, ud'ng rfldu, quan he 
nam nfl ba't chinh) la mot thflc te. Mot sd 
khac Id la tu hgc, danh nhieu thdi gian 
cung bai, tien hanh nhflng boat dgng 
mang tinh thfldng mai,... 

Nhflng hien tfldng tren day neu khdng 
sdm dfldc khac phuc se tac dgng tieu cflc 
den sfl phat trien ciia Phat giae Viet Nam. 

Tdm lai. Phat giao cd vai trd va anh 
hfldng tich cflc trong dc5i sd'ng tmh thin 
cua nhan ta qua bao nhieu the he, dac 
biet tren cae linh vflc dao dflc, van hoa 
va chinh tri tfl tfldng. Vi vay, che den 
nay, Phat giao van la tdn giao cd sd 
Ifldng tin do ddng nha't trong cac tdn giao 
d nfldc ta. 

Tuy nhien, cflng can thay rdng sfl phat 
tnen ciia Phat giae Viet Nam hien dang 
dflng trfldc mot sd' khd khdn edn phai giai 
quyet nhfl van de ldi dung Phat giao de 
boat dgng me tin, boat dgng chinh tri. van 
de hien dai hoa Phat giao hay tinh trang sa 
sut pham hanh ciia mdt so'tang ni./. 

10. Tap chf Nghien cuu Phat hpc. .sd 6/1999, tr.51. 
11. Mdt chu:c sic cua Giao hdi Phat giao Vidt Nam 
Thdng nhai. mdt td chiic Phat giao da khdng con 
duac thira nhan d nudc ta ke tir nam 1981. 




