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TAM GIAO TRONG DAO CAO PAI

1. TAM GIAO TRONG PAO CAO DAI
LA MOT THE THONG NHAT V01 CO
CAU BA TRONG MOT

Né}m 1926, dao Cao Dai chinh thic ra
d3i. An phdm ddu tién ghi ngay 15-10-1926,
14 trang (kh3 18x24cm), nhan d& Phé cdo
ching sanh Pai dao Tam ki Phé dé. Hinh
bia &n phim cho thiy cd cfu Tam gido 12
mdt thé théng nhat trong dao Cao Dai.

Pao Cao Pai ¢6 hai tiéu ngi;
a. “Tam gido quy nguyén” 1a chifu td van
déng clia Tam gido d8 tré vé& nhat thé.

b. Tiéu ngit “Quy [nguyén] Tam gido™ 1a
vai trd chu déng clia dao Cao Dai, tie dong
tich cuc vao chifu tu van dong néi trén dé
thic ddy Tam gido trd thanh mdt thé théng
nhit. Dic Gido tong Dai dao Thai Bach
Kim Tinh day:

Nam phudng Dai dao héa hodng,

Quy nguyén Tam gido ldép bang hiém
{2)

nguy®.

Dé c6 thé “quy” duge nhu vay, vé mit
hinh thite, dao Cao Dai bay ra co ciu ba
trong moét. Thoat vita tiép can dao Cao Dai,
nhin qua hinh tuéng nhiéu mau sic phéd
dién bén ngoai ciing thiy ngay mdt loat co
cdu ba trong mét dy. Sau diy 1a mjt 1iét ké
chua day di:

1. La co Dao

(8 Tam thanh theo chiéu doc, ké tit trén
xudng gom ba mau: Vang (tudng trung cho
Phat gido), Xanh (Pao gido), D6 (Nho gido).
Nhu vay, ham § mét trat tu trong Tam
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gido: sidu xudt 1a gido phap nha Phat; nén
tang 1a4 Nho gido; Pao gido & trung gian,
dung hoa Nho gido va Phat giao.

2. Cé phap

Ba mén ¢6 phap 13 biéu tuong cho Tam
gido gbm: kinh Xudn Thu (Nho gido), ciy
phit chi (Dao gifo), binh bat vu (patra,
Phat giao).

3. Tiéu ngu

Trén bang tén thanh that, bia kinh sach,
cac mau 4n chi, thu tli giao dich cua Toa
thanh, thanh that, v.v... la hai dong:

Pai Pao Tam Ki Phé Do

Céng binh - Bac ai - Tu bi

Theo chiéu doc cta 14 cg, tit dudi 1én trén
da ham § mat trat tu tif can ban dén siéu
xuit 13 Nho, Dao, Phat thi theo chiéu
ngang tidu ngit tit trai qua phai cing ham
ngu mét trat tu tif cin ban tdi sidu xuit 1a
Nho gido (Céng binh), Pao gido (Bac i), réi
Phat gido (Tit bi). Nhu vay 13 nhét quan®.

4, Trén Thién ban

Thanh tugng Thién nhan do Téa thanh
T4y Ninh luyu hanh cho thay:

- Trén hét tho Thuong dé Cao Dai (tugng
trung bang Thién nhén);

- Hang duéi the Tam gido T6 su tu
trai

* Dii Lan L& Anh Diing, Nha nghién citu, Tp. Hé Chi Minh.
1. Pai tign Ngo Minh Chién, thinh thai Ty Thanh.
10/11/1974: “Tiéu ngit Cao Ddi gido la quy Tam gido...”.
2. Chi Thién Dan, 03-10-1972.

3. Mot s6 noi dua Tir bi vio gitta: Cong binh - Tir bi -
Bidc di [sic].
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qua phai gdm c6: Lao T4, Thich Ca, Khong
T,

- Hang k& tiép tho Tam trén Oai nghiém
(dai dién cho Tam gido) tit trai qua phai
gdm c6: Quan Am (Phat giao), Ly Thai Bach
(Dao gido), Quan Thanh (Nho gido).

Tai sao tho Tam gido va Tam tran? Dic
Bao phap Chon quin Huynh Chen day:

“Noi chanh dién, Thién ban ngoai trl
Thién nhén, muén thé hién Tam gido déng
nguyén thi thd Tam gido, Tam tran™®.

5. Chite sic Ctiu trang dai

Khi dén gid cing, nhat 14 tai Dén thanh
(Téa thanh Tay Ninh), ngudi ta thdy bén
canh céc tin d6 mic dao phug tring 1a cac
chite séc Cltu tring dai gdm ba phai: Ngoc,
méc ao dé (Nho gido); Thugng, mic 4o xanh
(Dao gido); Thai, mac 4o vang (Phat giao).

6. Kinh cung ta thoi

Lic cing ti thoi (vao bon gid Ti, Ngo,
Mio, Dau trong ngay) thi ngoai kinh xung
tan Thugng D€ con doc kinh xung tan Tam
gido, theo thit ty: Phat, Dao, Nho.

7. Hong danh Giao cha

Liac quy lay trudc Thién ban thi niém
héng danh Dic Chi tén: “Nam mé Cao Dai
Tién Ong Dai B4 tat Ma ha tat”. Héng danh
nay thong hiégp Tam gido: Cao Dai (Nho
gido); Tién Gng (Pao gi4o); Dai B6 tat Ma
ha tat (Mahabodhisattva Mahasattva, Phat
gi40).

8. Doc sd

Nhitng budi cing dai dan (séc vong, 18
via, 1& ki niém, v.v...) thudng c6 déng sd.
Luic doc s déu xung danh Tam giao T§ su
va Tam trdn Oai nghiém.

Co ciu théng hop Tam gido thanh mét
nhat thé trong dao Cao Dai mau chéng tro
thanh hinh anh quen thudc, dé dang duge
ngudi Viét Nam chip nhan. Diéu nay hoan
toan d& hiéu, vi tinh thin dung h¢p va hoa
dong Tam gido ldu ddi da in siu trong tAm
thitc ngudi Viét Nam. Do d6, nguci Viét

Nam dén véi dao Cao Dai rat tu nhién, va
88 ngudi nhap mén nim dau tién vita khai
Pao da 12n td1 gin mot tridu.

Trong chuyén khao Peasant politics and
religious sectarianism: Peasant and priest
in the Cao Dai in Viet Nam (Chinh tri nong
ddn va gido phdi: néng dan va thay tu trong
dao Cao Pai ¢ Viét Nam)®, tién si Jayne
Susan Werner nhan xét ring dao Cao Dai
c¢6 su khéo léo tdng hgp truyén théng Tam
gido va sy dién giai minh bach, chinh xac
truyén théng Tam gido di tao ra stc hit
vin héa manh liét,...0

Nhung néu dao Cao Pai chi mang lai cho
ngudi Vit Nam tu tudng Tam gido déng
nguyén, déng téng, nhit gia, v.v... thi thuc
sy cling chi méi 1a.lap lai vén ci. Thuc ra
con c6 yéu t6 mdi mé hon ma dao Cao Dai
da dem dén dé lam gidu dep thém van héa
Viét Nam.

II. TAM GIAO TRONG DAO CAO DAI
CON €O MOT NOI DUNG MOI ME
CHO THOI DAI

Xac dinh Tam gido trong dao Cao Dai la
médt Tam gido méi, khac hon truyén thong
Tam gi4o sn c6 d Viét Nam, tién si Werner
dan lai quan diém cha Gido su Trin Vin
Giau (phéng van tai Ha Néi, ngay 03-01-
1974):

“Ong Trdn Vin Giau l6p lugn réng deo
Cao Dai thu hit manh liét duge néng din
la bdi vi Cao Pai c¢6 nhitng né lue nhim
phdt huy, ndng cao Tam gido lén tdi mét
tdm mitc mdi mé vé mgt y thite hé” (.)
“Ong ta ciing ldp luén rdng sw téng hop
Tam gido mot cach mdi mé trong deo Cao

4. Co quan Phé thong Gido i, 30-12 nam At Mo rang
01-01 n#&m Binh Thin.

5. Day 136 trang ddnh maiy, khé gidy A4, la chuyén
khdo sd 23 cha Trung tAm Nghién ciu Dong Nam A
thuoc Vién dai hoc Yale, tai Thanh pho New Haven,
bang Connecticut, xuat ban nam 1981,

6. “Its skillful synthesis and new formulation of the
Tam gido tradition not only offered great cultural
appeal ...” (Sdd., tr. 56).
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bai la déc ddo...”™

1. Cai méi thit nhat 1a dao Cao Dai
phat trién tu tudng Tam gido déng nguyén
thainh T¥ gido déng nguyén rdi mé rong
thanh van gido tong dong nguyén.

Dic Da Té Gido cha day vé Tam gido
dong nguyén nhu sau:

Trong Tam gido li chon nhu mét,

Thdnh cong binh la mét giéng thuong,

Tién thi bdc di ti phuong,

Phat thuing chuyén luyén con duong ti bi.

Suy cho ki déu y muc dich,

Tity méi noi khuyén khich moén do...®

Cing chinh trong thanh gido nay, Duc Da
Té Giso chit “bd sung” thém dao Thién Chda
(Kitb gido) dé néu 18n Ty gido dong nguyén:

...Trgi ciing vdi Phét, Thinh, Tién

Xem qua thdu ré hdu tién giong nhau.

Vé hinh thitc thi sao ciing khdc,

Nhung tinh thén chdng lac sai déu,

Phén Ta gidng thé troi Au,

Thich Ca bén phén &g thau An, Héi.

Lédo va Khing Ti réi phdn su,

Chéu A truyén duo tu tién Nho,..®

R6 rang dao Cao Dai da phat trién timg
bude, ti Tam gido (Phuong Déng), cong
thém Kitd gido (tidu biéu cho Phuong Tay),
rbi phat huy thanh ven gido téng dong
nguyén. Die Ly Thai Bach day:

Nguon phdn cé d6i thay toan van vét,

Hgi Long Hoa gieo rdc méi chon truyén,

Nay dén ki van gido téng dong nguyén,

Thi tinh nhon loai khong riéng noi nao™.

Dao Cao Dai chi trusng van gido téng
déng nguyén vi ban chat ciia van gido 1a
nhdt li. Pao Cao Dai minh dinh: dé gidi
quyét tinh trang roi loan ctia nhén loai toan
cAu, thi cAn thiét phai khai phéng cho nhéin
loai tinh than van gido nhat 1i va van phép
(van gido) tong ddng téng. Dhc Gido téng

Thai Bach day:

“Nhon loai ngay nay dang phap phéng lo sg
tham hoa diét vong, ty diét bdi chién tranh
nguyén ti, bdi cac mdi chia ré trAm trong giita
ngudi va nguoi, gitta hoc thuyét va hoe thuyét,
dudng mong cAu su giai ciiu cia phép maiu
than linh. Tinh trang 4y cang ching to tén chi
giai phéng toan dién con ngudi trén tinh thin
van gido nhdt li, van phdp dong nguyén cua
Dai dao la mét nhu cdu cdp thiét rit dang sém
duge xuong minh™'?,

2. Cai mdi thit hai 1a dao Cao Pai phat
huy tu tudng Tam gido déng nguyén hoa
hiép tin ngudng tho Troi. Troi (Cao Dai
Thugng Dé) chinh 14 vi théng quan t81 cao
diéu khién cudc van hanh cho Tam gido va
van phap quy nguyén.

Ngoai Tam gido, mét nhin t6 khac phai
chi § 1a dao Cao Pai thg Troi, Gido chu dao
Cao DPai 1a Thugng D& Nhung Thuong Dé
trong dao Cao Dai c6 khic quan niém vé
Thugng D& theo truyén théng cua tin ngudng
A Déong néi chung va Viét Nam néi riéng.

Tién si Werner cho biét: “Ong Tran Van
Giau khing dinh ring quan niém cda dao
Cao Pai vé Thuong D€ hoan toan khac véi

céc quan niém xua ci”'?,

DPéng thuan véi ¥ kién o6ng Trdn Van
Giau, ba Werner viét: “Dao Cao Dai ¢6 quan
niém méi mé vé Thugng D&, (...) vai tré va
vi trf ciia Thuong D& da d6i khde trong tin
ngudng Cao Dai. (...) Vai trd cua Thugng Dé
trong dao Cao Dai khac hdn tap quan tin

7. “TrAn Van Giiu has argued that the great appeal of
Caodaism among the peasantry was due to its attempt
to elevate the three religions (the Tam gido) to a new
ideological level.” (...) “He aslo argues that the new
synthesis of the Tam gido achieved by the Cao Dai was
original...” (Sdd., tr. 8).

8. Huom Cung Dan, 24/12/1961.

9. Huim Cung Dan, 24/12/196t,

10. Huom Cung Dan, 16/10/1963.

11. Thién Ly Dan, 27/9/1963.

12. “Trin Vin Gidu argues in the affirmative,
suggesting that the Cao Dai conception of God was
entirely different from past conceptions” (Sdd., tr.
11},
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ngudng clia ngudi Viet Nam trude kia..”0?,

Nhung néi cu thé, khac ¢ chd nao?

Trong tam thic ngusi Viét Nam thoi ki
truée khi dao Cao Dai ra doi da sén cb tin
ngudng thd Troi hoa quyén véi Tam gido.
Nhung chi dén dao Cac Dai méi xic lap

ring trong ki nguyén Tam ki Phé dd thi

chinh Trdi 1a vi théng quan tdi cao cia Tam
giso, di€u khién cudc van hanh cho Tam
gido va van phap quy nguyén. Day 1a mét ¥
thitc hé nguei Viét Nam chua c6 trude khi
dao Cao Dai ra dai.

Vai tré théng quan nay duge Dic Cao
Dai Thugng Dé xac dinh:

Chin Troi muai Phdt cing la Ta,

Truyén deo chia ra nhdnh nhéc ba.

Hiép mét chi quyén tay ndm gii,

Thdnh, Tién, Phét dao vén nhi nha™.

Vai trd théng quan nay di dua tu tudng
Tam gido dong nguyén tit vi thé khu wuc
(Chau A, ma hep hon 12 Pong Nam A) dén vi
thé Dong Tiy khi b8 sung Kité gido (dao Da
T6) vao dé thanh T gido ddng nguyén, hay
T gido nhdt gia. Dtc Bat Nhi Thién su day:

Hoi Tam ki quy nguyén van gido,

Gém Thich, Nho, Da, Lio mét nha.

Vi doi chia bay sé ba,

Nén dem ton chi dung hoa ndm chéu.

Cuéi cing thi nirg 1én vi thé toan cdu
khi néu ra chl trudng vaen gido téng dong
nguyén. Bing cach nay dao Cao Dai néu ré
cht truong clia Pai dao Tam ki Phé d8 1a
van chuyén tit ca cac dong ¥ thiic hé cla
nhan loai kim ¢§ Dong Téy trd vé nguédn cdi
duy nh4t 12 Dao hay Dai dao ma nhén cach
héa chinh 13 Thugng D&, 1a Cao Dai Tién
Ong. D& dién bay chu trudng ndy, c6 nhiéu
cach phat biéu. Ching han:

- MG réng Tam gido thanh Tam gido dao

Tam gido dudc dao Cao Dai phat tx:ién
thanh Tam gido dao ¢d pham vi rong hen. Ong
L& Van Duyét giai thich ring Tam gido dao
bao gdm Thanh dao, Tién dao, vi Phat dgo.

Thanh dao gom c6 Cong gido, dao Tin Lanh,
Islam giao...; Phat dao gém c6 dao Balamén,
Phat gido, Pythagore gido, v.v..0®

- Dua Tam gido deo song hanh ciung
quan niém vé ba ki Pho dp.

Theo st quan Cao Dai, dong tién héa cua
tit ca chc nén vin hoa dao dic va tim linh
nhén loai dién ra theo quy luat tin-tu ma
dao Cao Dai phat biéu a:

- T\t Dai dao phat sinh Tam gi4o dao [tan];

- Tt Tam gido dao tré vé ngudén goc Dai
dao [tu]. :

Chiéu tan (di ra) bao gém Nhit va Nhi

ki Phé d6; chiéu tu (quy nguyén phan bén)
13 Tam ki Phé d6.

Tam két

Dao Cao Dai ra doi tai Viét Nam vér su
tuyén nhan vé “si mang Dai dao Tam ki
Phé d6” véi mong mudn tac déng cho nam
chdu bdn bé cing di vao dai cudc quy
nguyén ciia dong tién héa via tru ngd héu
tai tao cdi thién dang tai thé. Vi su xust
hién cia dao Cao Dai tai cai néi Viét Nam,
khéng chi Tam gido truyén théng duge phat
huy va d6i mdi thanh Tam gido dao (Tam
tong), ma cdn cbé su xac 1ap moét vi th€ méi
cho dan téc Viét Nam trén dién dan tu
tudng, vin hoa dac ddc cua nhan loai.

Nhiing gi 44 trinh bay cho thiy dae Cao
Dai khéng chi 13 Tam gido. Néu ai dé cho
ring dao Cao Dai ching ¢ gi mdi, chi 1a sy
tap hop cac von cii, thi e ring con thidu cai
nhin todn dién. Tuy nhién, muén diu
chinh cai nhin phién dién d6 thi chinh tin
44 dao Cao Dai trudc tién cin c6 nhiéu céng
trinh nhdm xién minh c&i méi ma dao Cao
Dai mang dén cho nhéan loai, va trudc hét 1a
cho dén toc Viét Nam./.

13. “The Cao Dai conception of God was a new one.
(.-.) the function and position of Thugng PE changed
with Cao Dai practice. The role of Thuong D€ in the
Cao Dai cult was quite different from previous
Vietnamese religious practice ...” (Sdd., tr. 9).

14. Thinh ngon hiép heyén, dan ngay 23/01/1926,

15. Thénh tinh Ngoc Minh Dai, 03/6/1966.



